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Summary

This research paper aims to shed light on an old social custom
known to Egyptian society during the Roman era, which is the
custom of sick excuses, Documentary papyri from that era
recorded people's apologies for illness or their justification for it on
multiple occasions and situations, Including situations in which
people apologize for carrying out their functional, financial and
legal responsibilities; To evade the performance of a duty, the
negligence of which necessitates the imposition of legal
punishment on the negligent, Examples include apologizing for
illness for appearing before the courts, delaying the payment of
taxes, performing public office duties, compulsory service, and
performance contracts obligations. Including situations in which
people with illness apologize for carrying out their social and
moral duties, A repudiation of a duty, the negligence of which
necessitates the exposure of the negligent to blame and admonition,
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which in turn threatens his social relations, Examples of this
include apologizing for illness, for lack of communication, Kinship
ties, and performance of social duties.

Key words: excuse, illness, compulsory service, blame, sympathy.
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@9 William V. Harris, Popular Medicine in Graeco-Roman Antiquity:
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late Republic and early Principate. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
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