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Abstract:
Orientalists’ Claims Regarding Issues of Divinity and Their Refutation

(The Encyclopaedia of Islam as a Case Study)

This study investigates the topic of orientalists’ claims regarding issues of
divinity and their refutation, taking the Encyclopaedia of Islam as a case study.
These theological matters have been extensively discussed by Orientalists in their
writings, wherein they have ascribed to Islamic doctrine a range of falsehoods and
criticisms that contradict its authentic tenets. Such attempts aim to undermine and
cast doubt upon the foundations of Islamic faith, and are often inconsistent with
scholarly methodology due to a lack of accuracy and objectivity. Additionally, the
study reveals the fallacies embedded in such writings by highlighting the efforts of
Muslim scholars and thinkers who have exposed these distortions, refuted them
with rigorous evidence, demonstrated their falsehood and inherent danger, and
warned the public against the malicious intentions underlying such erroneous
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accounts. Accordingly, it is incumbent upon Muslims to remain vigilant in the face
of this orchestrated campaign of distortion and to exert their utmost efforts in
deconstructing and refuting the claims presented in the Encyclopaedia of Islam.
Furthermore, the study explores the numerous fabrications and sophistries
propagated by these Orientalists concerning key theological issues, such as the
existence and attributes of God, as well as matters related to atheism. Many of
these falsehoods stem from the Orientalists’ fundamental misunderstanding of the
Arabic language, resulting in significant inaccuracies in their interpretations.
Moreover, the study uncovers the prejudiced and racially biased perspectives
exhibited in many of their critiques, particularly in their misrepresentations of
monotheism (tawhid), their conflation of Islamic teachings with polytheistic
practices, and their promotion of superstitions and myths. These deliberate
attempts seek to shake the faith of Muslims and destabilize their doctrinal
foundations, thereby misleading those who lack a solid grounding in proper creed
(aqidah).

Keywords: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Orientalists, Divinity, Atheism, MacDonald
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