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Abstract 

The study revolves around one central issue, which is the role of betrayals in the fall of 

Jerusalem into the hands of the Crusaders, with the Fatimid state as a model (567-297 AH 

/ 909-1171 AD), where the nature and motives of the Crusades are shown, then the 

conditions of the Fatimid state before the Crusades, which is the most mysterious and 

attractive issue of the Fatimids’ conversion to betrayal, which resulted in the fall of 

Jerusalem into the hands of the Crusaders. 

The mission of this study is to extrapolate historical sources, both contemporary Arab and 

foreign, to determine the truth of the successes achieved by the Crusaders, which were 

not due to their strength alone, but rather as a result of the betrayals within the Arab 

Islamic state and the obstacles and setbacks that befell the Arabs and Muslims, which 

provided the Crusaders with sufficient opportunity to occupy many countries for nearly 

two centuries. The Fatimid state was aware of the goals of the Crusaders and their route 

even before they reached the lands of the Byzantine state. The Crusaders achieved their 

goals, and the commander of the armies of the Fatimid state was indolent, hesitant, and 

confused, so some historians called him a traitor. Therefore, we must resort to the 

historical analytical method to uncover the mystery surrounding those repeated betrayals 

by the Fatimids. 
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