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Abstract
From the art of maqam in modern Egyptian literature Critical study

The art of magamat is one of the rich prose literary arts that served as a reservoir
filled with the treasures of language, the events of history, the study of societal
issues, and the nature of people. It is characterized by artistic features that
distinguish its structure from other arts; it adorns itself with narrative fabric, carries
the spirit of critique, overflows with verbal and rhetorical craftsmanship, and is
elegantly draped in eloquence and creativity. It carries a noble aim for education,
guidance, advice, and societal reform.The focus of the study was on the magamah
of Sheikh Hassan Al-Attar (in the Franciscans), the magamat of Ali Pasha
Mubarak (Science of Religion), the magamah of Abdullah Pasha Fikri (the
intellectual magamah), the maqamat of the Muwailihis (the conversation of Isa bin
Hisham), and the maqamat of Hafiz Ibrahim (the nights of Sittiha), as they are
considered the most famous Egyptian magamat in the modern era, which served
as an outlet for the thoughts, feelings, and ideas of their authors.The study relied
on a descriptive analytical methodology and a stylistic approach that addresses the
text in terms of form and content, and then reached several conclusions, the most
important of which are:

» The goals and purposes intended by the Egyptian magamat writers in the
modern era were varied, revolving around the call for renewal and reform,
critique of society, guidance, and education.

The modern Egyptian maqama differs from the magama in the Abbasid era in
terms of goals and subjects; it moved away from satire, humor, drudgery,
deceit, praise, description, entertainment, showcasing skill in writing and
composition, and proving superiority in linguistic matters. The meaning
became the foundation upon which the structure of the Egyptian maqama
relied, unlike the magama in the Abbasid era, which primarily focused on
expression and external form.

» The Egyptian maqama is characterized - linguistically and stylistically - by
artistic features suitable for the era and society, the most important of which
are: 1- The ease and sweetness of the language, its distance from strangeness
and complexity, and its adherence to grammatical and morphological rules. 2-
The use of verbal embellishments spontaneously without pretense, which
imparted sweet musical shades. 3- Resorting to redundancy in narrating the
story and presenting the details of the topic extensively. 4- Commitment to a
storytelling and narrative style, as well as dialogue between characters.

Keywords: Magam art, modern Egyptian literature, critical study.
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