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Abstract:

This paper examines the perceptions of Muslim and Western historians
regarding the First Crusade through a comparative analytical reading of the
different narratives and perspectives offered by each side. The study outlines
the historical and political context of the First Crusade, which began in the
late 11th century and marked a pivotal moment in the history of both the
Middle East and Europe.

On the Western historians’ side, the research reviews the works of several
prominent historians such as Foucher de Chartres, William of Tyre,
Tudebodus, Anna Comnena, Albert of Aachen, and Raymond of Aguilers.
These accounts are characterized by detailed documentation of military and
religious events, emphasizing the crusade’s sacred nature and its
endorsement by the Church. However, some writings show clear religious
bias and hostility towards Muslims, with exceptions like William of Tyre,
who provided a more realistic analysis.

Regarding Muslim historians, the paper highlights the views of Ibn al-
Qalanisi, Ibn al-Athir, Al-Imad al-Isfahani, Abu Shama, and Al-Magrizi.
They present the crusade as an existential political and religious threat, while
critically addressing internal divisions that contributed to the fall of Muslim
cities. Additionally, they emphasize the human suffering and destruction
caused by the crusade.

The study concludes that these diverse historical perceptions shaped a
multifaceted historical consciousness reflecting cultural and religious
differences. Yet, they also contributed to creating a multidimensional
historical memory that allows for a more comprehensive and objective
reevaluation of this historical event.

Keywords: First Crusade, Muslim historians, Western historians, historical
consciousness.
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Dynamics Behind the Conquest of Jerusalem, Sapienza Universita di Roma — Istanbul University —
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