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Abstract: 

This study investigates the characteristics of work and non-work trips among 

household heads in Sharjah, recognizing their central role in shaping urban 

mobility and spatial structure. It aims to analyze the spatial and temporal 

dimensions of daily travel, highlight differences in patterns based on nationality, 

occupation, and income, and examine the spatial distribution of work locations and 

other activities. Additionally, it evaluates travel costs and the transportation modes 

used. 

Findings indicate that work trips follow a regular pattern, mainly during morning 

and evening rush hours, and are relatively long—especially among Emiratis who 

prefer suburban residence. About 94% of respondents use private cars for 

commuting, reflecting a limited reliance on public transportation. More than half 

spend less than AED 1,000 monthly on transport, suggesting a general spatial 

proximity between home and workplace. 

Non-work trips, on the other hand, are more flexible and include shopping, social 

visits, and leisure. Shopping is the most frequent activity among expatriates, while 

Emiratis mostly engage in visiting relatives and outdoor recreation. Food markets 

are typically located near residential areas, while non-food markets are often 

farther, resulting in longer travel distances and durations. 

The study also highlights notable disparities in transportation use: expatriates rely 

more on walking and public transport compared to citizens. It concludes by 

recommending the development of equitable and sustainable transport policies that 

enhance accessibility and reduce car dependency in Sharjah. 

Keywords: Sharjah city, work trips, non-work trips, urban planning, daily 

mobility, Emiratis and expatriates. 
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