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Abstract

The lag of contributions by Muslims in the translation of the meanings of
the Qur’an to different world languages, including Hebrew, led to the prevalence
and currency of Orientalist translations. This situation also arose from the strength
of the target languages and cultures vis-a-vis the weakness of Arabic and the
Muslim world for many centuries. Such Orientalist translations adopted a rather
imposing ‘colonialist’ approach as gleaned from violating the Qur’anic text —
which was treated as if it were a text written by a human. The translation was
colored by the ideology of the translator; and the approach to translation was rather
similar to that of translating the Bible, despite the conspicuous difference in the
nature of the two texts. As Muslim translators started to embark on this endeavor,
it became incumbent on them to remedy the violations and restore the freedom to
the Qur’anic text. This was the case because ideologically the Muslim translator
was necessarily a believer in the text and its ingenuity — as described by scholars
of translation-generated truths of the Qur’an and manifest in translational
consciousness and linguistic, lawful, and cultural objectives. Thus, the translator
is able to adopt new translation approaches adequate to the type of this inimitable
text whose translations fall short of transferring the meanings thereof, let alone
transferring the aspects of ingenuity.

This research deals with two translations by Muslims issued in occupied
Palestine (Israel): Sobhi al-Adawi’s translation issued under the title w92 WXNPN
9NN (the Qur’an in Another Language) (2015); and the translation by a group of
translators for Dar el-Salam Organization to introduce Islam under the title o»wn
TN WRNPN MHwN (Meanings of the Glorious Qur’an) (2017). The study is
conducted from the perspective of Venuti’s ‘domestication’ and ‘foreignization’
concepts and the related visibility or invisibility of the translator — which is mainly
manifest in the transfer of proper nouns and in the Qur’an. The aim of this study is
to reflect on the approaches of the Muslim translator towards dealing with the
Qur’an as a text and to examine the potential impact of such translations in light
of the change of the agent in the process (i.e. the translator). The study also aims
to examine the effectiveness of the aforementioned strategies as used in the
translation of the meanings of the Qur’an.

Keywords: translation of the meanings of the Qur’an into Hebrew, the
Muslim translator, Islamic translations, domestication and foreignization, Dar el-
Salam translation, proper nouns, cultural concepts.
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