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The American— Spanish War 1898

Abstract:

This research examines the Spanish-American War of 1898, a war that had
profound consequences for the United States and Spain. The war established
Washington as a colonial power, while Spain lost its last colonies in the Americas:
Cuba and Puerto Rico, as well as the Philippines and Guam in Asia and the Pacific.
The research examines the causes of the war between the two countries, the war
on the Cuban, Puerto Rican, Philippine, and Guam fronts, Spain's request for
peace, the signing of the Peace Protocol on August 12, 1898, the Treaty of Paris,
concluded in December of the same year, and Spain's withdrawal from Cuba,
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, replacing them with the United States,
marking the beginning of a new historical phase in the history of both the United
States and Spain, as well as the aforementioned colonies.

Keywords: Spanish-American War, Cuba, Philippines, Guam, Puerto Rico,
William McKinley.
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April 25, 1868, CHAP. 189.—An Act Declaring that war exists between the United States of
America and the Kingdom of Spain.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Declarationthatwsr Sates of America in Congress assembledil First, That war be, and the

ists bet th . . . N
Tt Sta” and same i8 hereby, declared to exist, and that war has existed since the

Spain. twenty-first day of April, anno Domini eighteen hundred and ninety-
eight, including said day, between the United States of America and
the Kingdom of Spain.

Landandnavalforces  Second. That the President of the United States be, and he hereby
tobo used. is, directed and empowered to use the entire land and naval forces of

the United States, and to call into the actual service of the United
States the militia of the several States, to such extent as may be
necessary to carry this Act into effect.

Approved, April 25, 1898,

Source: https://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=30&page=364
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Proclamation 422—Suspension of Hostilities with Spain

August 12, 1898

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Whereas by a protocol concluded and signed August 12, 1898, by William R. Day,
Secretary of State of the United States, and His Excellency Jules Cambon,
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of France at
Washington, respectively representing for this purpose the Government of the
United States and the Government of Spain, the United States and Spain have
formally agreed upon the terms on which negotiations for the establishment of
peace between the two countries shall be undertaken; and Whereas it is in said
protocol agreed that upon its conclusion and signature hostilities between the two
countries shall be suspended and that notice to that effect shall be given as soon as
possible by each Government to the commanders of its military and naval forces:
Now, therefore, I, William McKinley, President of the United States, do, in
accordance with the stipulations of the protocol, declare and proclaim on the part
of the United States a suspension of hostilities and do hereby command that orders
be immediately given through the proper channels to the commanders of the
military and naval forces of the United States to abstain from all acts inconsistent
with this proclamation. In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of Washington, this
12th day of August, A.D. 1898, and of the Independence of the United States the
one hundred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM MCKINLEY

Source: William McKinley, Proclamation 22—Suspension of Hostilities with
Spain, August 12, 1898,
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-422-suspension-
hostilities-with-spain
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Message of the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, submitted by
His Excellency, Mr. J. Cambon, Ambassador of the French Republic, to William
McKinley, President of the United States of America, MADRID, July 22, 1898.

Mr. President: Since three months the American people and the Spanish nation are at war,
because Spain did not consent to grant independence to Cuba and to withdraw her troops
therefrom. Spain faced with resignation such uneven strife and only endeavored to defend
her possessions with no other hope than to oppose, in the measure of her strength, the
undertaking of the United States and to protect her honor. Neither the trials which
adversity has made us endure nor the realization that but faint hope is left us could deter
us from struggling till the exhaustion of our very last resources. This stout purpose,
however, does not blind us, and we are fully aware of the responsibilities which would
weigh upon both nations in the eyes of the civilized world were this war to be continued.
This war not only inflicts upon the two peoples who wage it the hardships inseparable
from all armed conflict, but also dooms to useless suffering and unjust sacrifices the
inhabitants of a territory to which Spain is bound by secular ties that can be forgotten by
no nation either of the old or of the new world .To end calamities already so great, and to
avert evils still greater, our countries might mutually endeavor to find upon which
conditions the present struggle could be terminated otherwise than by force of arms. Spain
believes this understanding possible and hopes that this view is also harbored by the
Government of the United States. All true friends of both nations share no doubt the same
hope. Spain wishes to show again that in this war, as well as in the one she carried on
against the Cuban insurgents, she had but one object—the vindication of her prestige, her
honor, her name. During the war of insurrection, it was her desire to spare the great island
from the dangers of premature independence. In the present war she has been actuated by
sentiments inspired rather by ties of blood than by her interests, and by the right belonging
to her as mother country. Spain is prepared to spare Cuba from the continuation of the
horrors of war if the United States are on their part likewise disposed. The President of
the United States and the American people may now learn from this message the true
thought, desire, and intention of the Spanish nation. And so do we wish to learn from the
President of the United States upon which basis might be established a political status in
Cuba, and might be terminated a strife which would continue without reason should both
Governments agree upon the means of pacifying the island. In the name of the
Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent | have the honor to address this message
to your Excellency with the expression of my highest consideration. DuUC D’ ALMODOVAR
DEL R10, Ministre d Etat.

Source: FRUS, Papers Relating to The Foreign Relations of The United States,
With the Annual Message of The President Transmitted to Congress December 5,
1898, pp 819-820
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-Charles A. Beard, Mary R. Beard, History of The United States, New York, The
Macmillan Company, 1921, p 484

-Charles S. Olcott, The Life of William McKinley, Vol 1, Boston And New York
Houghton Mifflin Company ,1916, P 386
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(*1°) Charles A. Beard, Mary R. Beard, op. cit, p 487.

(*2) FRUS, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States, With
the Annual Message of the President Transmitted to Congress December 5,
Mr. Moore to Mr. Hay, Telegram, PARIS, December 10, 1898, p 965.
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