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Abstract

This research primarily aims to define the foundations and components of the
state according to Epicurus. It initially addresses Epicurus' perspective on politics
and political action, and then it proceeds to clarify his concept of the state and
identify its pillars or foundations. The study explores the principle of law, its
reasons for emergence, its purpose, and its relationship with achieving justice
within the state. Additionally, the research delves into Epicurus' idea of the social
contract and its impact on both the individual and the state. It discusses the role of
the individual—as a citizen in the state—and their influence on the state's political
and social structure.

The research has reached several significant conclusions within this context, most
notably: Epicurus' thought was greatly influenced by the political disorders of his
time, which instilled in him a strong inclination towards individualism. This was
reflected in his general philosophy, especially his political thought, leading him to
advocate for political indifference and seek social isolation, valuing only personal
interest. The study also identified Epicurus' vision of the state, as well as his
definitions of law, justice, the social contract, and other political terms in
Epicurean philosophy.
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