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"The Problematic of Climate Change Between Certainty and Doubt: 

Toward an Epistemological Approach to Scientific Consensus. 

Abstract: 

 In this study, the researcher seeks to present an epistemological 

approach to the phenomenon of climate change resulting from human 

activities, viewing it as one of the central issues in the philosophy of science. 

The researcher argues that the prevalence of claims about a scientific 

consensus regarding this phenomenon does not preclude skepticism—

whether about the actual occurrence of climate change or the extent of human 

responsibility for it. This raises a profound epistemological problem that 

necessitates a re-examination of the foundations upon which this consensus 

is built. 

To achieve this objective, the researcher analyzed the concept of 

climate change by tracing its historical roots, uncovering its causes and 

effects, and examining the epistemic tools through which human beings 

attempt to understand it. She also presented the diverse epistemological 

positions toward this phenomenon, which range from absolute acceptance to 

critical skepticism, employing both the analytical method and, when 

appropriate, the archaeological method to explore the conceptual issues 

related to it. 

The researcher concluded that a philosophical engagement with this 

phenomenon requires the construction of an epistemic dialogue that 

transcends traditional disciplinary boundaries and seeks to establish 

epistemic justice in the production and circulation of environmental 

knowledge. She further argued that the dominance of the so-called “scientific 

consensus” may result in epistemic injustice, as it marginalizes certain local 

and cultural knowledge systems—such as Māori knowledge—which may 

offer alternative and rich ecological perspectives. Accordingly, the 

researcher calls for a critical re-evaluation of dominant assumptions and the 

adoption of epistemological solutions capable of bridging the gap between 

science and society, thereby ensuring a comprehensive epistemic fairness 

that excludes no one.  

  Keywords:  Epistemology -Climate Change -  Scientific Consensus 

-  Epistemic Injustice- Indigenous Knowledge (e.g., Māori Epistemologies). 
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