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Abstract: 
Islamic law was established to realize benefits (maṣāliḥ) and ward off harms 

(mafāsid), obligating individuals to strive for the attainment of all that is beneficial 

and the prevention of all that is harmful. However, individuals may encounter 

exceptional circumstances in which benefits conflict with one another, making it 

impossible to attain them all simultaneously, thus requiring a choice to prioritize 

one over another. Similarly, harms may conflict such that not all can be avoided, 

or a benefit may be unattainable without incurring some harm, or a harm may be 

averted only by sacrificing a benefit. 

These scenarios are exceptional and do not apply universally to all individuals. In 

some cases, what constitutes a benefit for one person may be a harm for another. 

This stands in contrast to ordinary legal rulings, which are uniformly applicable. 

Herein lies the importance of Fiqh al-Awlawiyyāt (the jurisprudence of priorities), 

which guides legal decision-making in such exceptional cases. 

This study highlights the Hanbali school’s attention to these complex situations, 

focusing in particular on the work of the eminent scholar Ibn Qudāmah al-Maqdisī. 

His encyclopedic legal text al-Mughnī contains numerous discussions related to 

the prioritization of interests and the balancing of conflicting benefits and harms. 

Many of these issues are not limited to his historical context but remain relevant 

and applicable to contemporary developments, offering foundational principles to 

address modern challenges. 

Keywords: conflict of interests – harms – jurisprudence of priorities – Ibn 

Qudāmah – al-Mughnī – Hanbali school. 
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