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The stylistic use of Poetic testimony in interpreting The Holy Qur’an:
Study in Reader-Response Criticism
Abstract:

Poetic references have been considered a fundamental aspect of Arab
culture, due to their persistent presence in works of criticism, rhetoric, and
grammar, where they are frequently relied upon in various ways. This culture
views all texts as interconnected parts, of a whole creating links between
poetic texts at different levels.

In light of reader-response criticism, the impact of this phenomenon can be
highlighted in the interpretation of the Qur’an, as it reveals the significant
role of these references in Qur’anic exegesis.

By invoking such references to deduce hidden meanings, it becomes possible
to clarify how this contributes to the process of discovering the role of the
reader/ interpreter in creating new meaning (involving those references).
This role emerges as a result of the interpreter’s engagement with the
Qur’anic text and subsequently contributes to identifying the key features of
textual awareness in the Qur’anic interpretation process.

From here, we have sought to reveal the specificity of each poetic evidence
in the context of interpretation and explanation, its relationship to the verses
of the Qur’an, and to highlight the aspects of textual awareness of the
interpreter. This awareness emerges as the interpreter explains verses that
belong to different eras and specific poetic traditions, necessitating an
understanding of the text being interpreted and its potential impact on the
recipient, as well as its interaction with other diverse pieces of evidence to
create meaning.

Through his reading, the interpreter enriches literary meaning by merging
two distinct discourses: the poetic discourse itself and the discourse of
interpretation. The latter encompasses a horizon of expectations implicitly
containing texts and experiences specific to the interpreter. This productive
reading contributes to the preservation, reproduction, and renewal of the
cited texts and religious discourse over time.

Intertextuality, through poetic evidence, forms a key feature in showcasing
the interpreter’s positive engagement with the interpreted text. This is
achieved by linking the Qur’anic text to other mechanisms within a
dialectical relationship, wherein each influences the other within a shared
framework of intended meaning.

Therefore, this research focuses on demonstrating some of the poetic
evidence cited by Imam Al-Qurtubi in his book Al-Jami’ 1i Ahkam al-Qur’an
(The Comprehensive Book on the Rulings of the Qur’an) in Surah Al-
Bagarah on three different themes: the pillars of faith and Islam, piety, and
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disbelief and immorality. These themes received the greatest share of poetic
citations, which have various dimensions that aid in interpreting the Qur’anic
text.

Keywords; The poetic witness, the horizon of expectation, the Qur'anic
discourse, Surah Al-Bagarah, renewing Qur'anic discourse, contradiction.
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