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The Dogmatics of Work and Laziness in of Paul Lafargue Thought  

(1842-1911) A New Critical Reading 

Abstract 
 This study aims to explore the true value of the concept of laziness and its relation 

to human existence through the writings of the French philosopher Paul Lafargue (1842-

1911), who sought to revolutionize values through his famous work, *The Right to Be 

Lazy*. In this book, he critiques the traditional view of work as a sacred value, which, 

according to him, has turned into a " Disastrous Dogma that has reduced humans to mere 

tools of production, stripping them of their right to rest, reflection, and enjoying life.  

Therefore, the research sought to delve into the historical, religious, philosophical, and 

economic roots of the sanctification of work and the disdain for laziness, and then to 

discuss the impact of this dogma on humans physically, morally, and culturally. In 

contrast, it highlights the importance of laziness as a value that can contribute to achieving 

human well-being and happiness. The study adopts an analytical, critical, and historical 

approach to trace the evolution of these concepts. The research concluded that our 

perceptions of the sanctification of work and the disdain for laziness are the result of 

historical and cultural conditions that vary according to the nature of the era. However, 

there is now a need to revive the value of laziness and its role in discovering the true 

essence of human existence. 

Keywords: Paul Lafargue, The Right to be Lazy, The Dogma of Work, Capitalism, 
Socialism 
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 (8)Franklin, B .: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writings,P:120 

)**(Diligence overcomes Difficulties, Sloth makes them." 

 (8)Franklin, B .: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writing, P: 131. 

)***( "Laziness travels so slowly, that Poverty soon overtakes him." 

 (8)Franklin, B .: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writing, P: 115. 
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 (2)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art. "Of Interest", P:180 

 (8)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art." Of Refinement in the Arts",P:169. 

  )**(" The richest genius,like the most fertile soil, when uncultivated, shoots up into the rankest weeds; and instead of vines and olives for the pleasure and 

use of man, produces, to its slothful owner, the most abundant crop of poisons." 

 (4)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art." The Stoic",P:99. 

 .2015الإحيائية الجديدة،انط: ما التنوير؟،ترجمة: حسين إسماعيل، ك )5(
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 (1)Saint-Amand, P.: The pursuit of laziness: an idle interpretation of the Enlightenment. ,p:8. 
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(3) Hemmens, A. The critique of work in modern French thought,P:ix 

 .7بول لافارج: الحق في الكسل ص  )4(

(5) Hemmens, A. The critique of work in modern French thought,.P:2. 

  22بول لافارج: الحق في الكسل ص   )8(

(*) "My prayer is LABOR. ........LABOR. This is the only prayer that profits, because it is the only one that pleases CAPITAL ".  

 (8)Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital: a satirical exposure of capital's claims to sanctity, New York Labor News,2005,P:18 
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