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The Dogmatics of Work and Laziness in of Paul Lafargue Thought
(1842-1911) A New Critical Reading

Abstract

This study aims to explore the true value of the concept of laziness and its relation
to human existence through the writings of the French philosopher Paul Lafargue (1842-
1911), who sought to revolutionize values through his famous work, *The Right to Be
Lazy*. In this book, he critiques the traditional view of work as a sacred value, which,
according to him, has turned into a " Disastrous Dogma that has reduced humans to mere
tools of production, stripping them of their right to rest, reflection, and enjoying life.
Therefore, the research sought to delve into the historical, religious, philosophical, and
economic roots of the sanctification of work and the disdain for laziness, and then to
discuss the impact of this dogma on humans physically, morally, and culturally. In
contrast, it highlights the importance of laziness as a value that can contribute to achieving
human well-being and happiness. The study adopts an analytical, critical, and historical
approach to trace the evolution of these concepts. The research concluded that our
perceptions of the sanctification of work and the disdain for laziness are the result of
historical and cultural conditions that vary according to the nature of the era. However,
there is now a need to revive the value of laziness and its role in discovering the true
essence of human existence.
Keywords: Paul Lafargue, The Right to be Lazy, The Dogma of Work, Capitalism,
Socialism
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<<Cp. factory , Etymology of factory by etymonline. (2020, December 8). Etymon line. Retrieved July 18, 2024, from

https://www.etymonline.com/word/factory#etymonline _v_1069

- Allen, Robert C. The industrial revolution: A very short introduction. Vol. 509. Oxford University Press, 2017,P60,61.
- Britannica, the Editors of Encyclopaedia.Art. "Factory system’. Encyclopedia Britannica, 12 May. 2020,

https: //www.britannica.com/topic/factory-system. Accessed 18 July 2024.>>
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(8) Derfler, L. Paul Lafargue and the flowering of French socialism, 1882-1911. Harvard University Press, 1998.,P:22,2.
(*) 'Refutation of the “Right to Work”.
<<Cp.: Lafargue,P.: The Right To Be Lazy and Other Studies, Trans.by:Charles Kerr,Charles Kerr and Co, Chicago,1907, P:5.
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(%) " Vivre libre en travaillant ou mourir en combattant!'- “Let us live by working, or die fighting!
<<Cp.: BLANC, L.: Socialism: the right to labour. In reply to M. Thiers... With memoir and portrait of the author. A. Campbell,1848,P:6>>
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<<Cp.: Janin, Jules Gabriel: Pictures of the French: a series of literary and graphic delineations of French character, Art.'The Canut’ by: Joanny

Augier, London: W.S. Orr, 1840, P : 273-278.>>
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<<Cp.: Vidalenc, Jean '. Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. 'Louis Blanc', 16 Feb. 2024,https://www.britannica.com/biography/Louis—Blanc.
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(Z)BLANC, L.: Socialism: the right to labour,P:8§.
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(2) Malevich, K. Laziness as the Truth of Mankind.
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(8) Lafargue,P.: The Origin of Abstract Ideas, Art.in: Social and Philosophical Studies, Trans.by: Charles H. Kerr,Charles H. Kerr Company, Chicago,
1906,p:77.
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& Harper Douglas, “Etymology of labour,” Online Etymology Dictionary, accessed March 13, 2024, https://www.etymonline.com/word/labour>>

(8)Masciandaro, N. :The Voice of the Hammer: Work in Medieval English literature. Yale University, 2002, P: 13.
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<< Harper Douglas, “Etymology of laziness,” Online Etymology Dictionary, accessed March 27, 2024, https://www.etymonline.com/word/laziness
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<<Cp.Harper Douglas, “Etymology of idle,” Online Etymology Dictionary, accessed March 28, 2024, https://www.etymonline.com/word/idle.

Do, L .The Faerie Queene by E d S / Si y & Ch. ters — Lesson .Study.com. Retrieved April 3, 2024, from
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<< Harper Douglas, “Etymology of sloth,” Online Etymology Dictionary, accessed March 26, 2024, https://www.etymonline.com/word/sloth &

King James Version ,Proverbs 19:15.

(2)Ladyga, Z.: Labour of Laziness in Twentieth—-Century American Literature. Edinburgh University Press, 2019,P:20.

( 8 )Jacobsen, M. H.: Laziness: From medieval sin to late modern social pathology. In :Emotions, Everyday Life and Sociology.

Routledge.2018,p:226,227.
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(3)Masciandaro, N.: The voice of the hammer: Work in medieval English literature.,P:14.

(8) Liebich, L.:"From a human doing to a human being? Exploring the potential of laziness through exercises in doing nothing,P:12
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(3)Oliveira, A. R.: A History of the Work Concept From Physics to Economics, Dordrecht: Springer, 2014,P: xii

(8)Franklin, B.: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writings, Dover Publications, Inc. first publish,2013,P: 93.
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(8)Franklin, B.: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writings,P:120
(**)Diligence overcomes Difficulties, Sloth makes them."
(8)Franklin, B.: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writing, P: 131.
(***) "Laziness travels so slowly, that Poverty soon overtakes him."
(8)Franklin, B.: Poor Richard’s Almanack and Other Writing, P: 115.
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(8)DeYoung, R. K.: Sloth: Some Historical Reflections on Laziness, Effort, and Resistance to the Demands of Love,P:182.
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(8)Saint-Amand, P.: The pursuit of laziness: an idle interpretation of the Enlightenment .Princeton University Press, 2011,p:7&. gacanils 1 uilgd
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*) "Human happiness, according to the most received notions, seems to consist in three ingredients; action, pleasure, and indolence: And though
these ingredients ought to be mixed in different proportions, according to the particular disposition of the person; yet no one ingredient can be entirely
wanting, without destroying, in some measure, the relish of the whole composition.
(sl o) Jgadl a3 N " indolence " Jilia b Jead o s b jliel pail Gl b aa 5 Al " action,” AalS el gaill 8 o ga” adiiud
(4)Hume,D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art.” Of Refinement in the Arts’, Online Library of Liberty ,2011,p:163.
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(2)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art. ""Of Interest”, P:180
(8)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art."" Of Refinement in the Arts*,P:169.
(**)"* The richest genius,like the most fertile soil, when uncultivated, shoots up into the rankest weeds; and instead of vines and olives for the pleasure and
use of man, produces, to its slothful owner, the most abundant crop of poisons.”
(4)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art."" The Stoic™,P:99.
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https://neorevivalism.wordpress.com/2015/04/15/whatisenlightement/. Accessed 10 September 2024.

(1)Saint-Amand, P.: The pursuit of laziness: an idle interpretation of the Enlightenment. ,p:8.
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(**) )“These days the worship of ‘work’ seems almost as obligatory as the worship of God was in times past’
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(3)Hemmens, A. The critique of work in modern French thought,P:ix
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(3) Hemmens, A. The critique of work in modern French thought,P:ix
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(5) Hemmens, A. The critique of work in modern French thought,.P:2.
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(*) "My prayer is LABOR. ........ LABOR. This is the only prayer that profits, because it is the only one that pleases CAPITAL *.
(8)Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital: a satirical exposure of capital's claims to sanctity, New York Labor News,2005,P:18
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(**)""1t added to Him a troop of demigods: Progress, Justice, Liberty, Civilisation, Humanity , etc*
(2)Lafargue, P.: The Historical Method of Karl Marx,Trans.by: Chas. H. Kerr, international Socialist Review 12,1903.
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(3) Lafargue, P.: The Right to Be Lazy, Art.: 'The Woman Question’, P:115,134-136.

€


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanny_Augier

(2536-9687) delghall 1 gall A gall a8 il (2735 5551) (s A n gal) A gal) a3l

(ds¥) 5 3ad) Cpgpdiall daml) AaSae duale Alaa —aal) (53 gl I2Y) AL1S Alaa

Jeall el JUal) ¢ o s 6 il " S8V die deldy SSY1 dag el
g Y oal Gl Y At el (it el Gy L gl sl 3 aL ghal)
A o (55w ealwal jar Ty cagipTad (g dudiy (JULY) 1S3 e JU Al
b e it 5 el sl o LY SY Ui ccad Al Gl cJaall e
el sy e sall ol s slad Cullly an sl (il can yilaa ga dled
) | galai g Jmand) L pLal aa gale . JELY) £lglY Jilusl (lany | sla
O Aol de L) ol a delady ¢ skl aglaayy &l agugly of B Sl Ll
Mg Jand)

Jandl Calay Jandl Gy &l 7 LY g aay g sule Ciay i
3 el A SN panyg phay Il Slg gl Sl o LaS s e )
Jlaal) Jaiay M ) Jmy UD€ 5y i Y Lguaidyg ccind a by e
=t o=l agd ) (i B pmdid JS (gDl (o Jandl B 98 S agie g AT S
P08 3 ay ot ol g8 Loty clghyy Jalall Al 2hied Latie &l pag Jlal ol
Gldlial) Jda oy o) (o Ay (A (Ml ) Ol cJardl (o 25 b o
()" sl g

Lcin ool 1o gy a 1AL adll Laaga W ol b 5l cant il o) Jlaall ¢
Pl (5085 bl g8 ety SN g ¢ aall B (s s pendl o o shainy
i le g il adl Gl aglsay Jd s ca sl BLUY) ppaana Bt Lty

O dee sl Al e cpsale oy Cigu Sie

A Ya Just) B gl iz WY Ja (Y)

(3) Lafargue, P.:The Religion of Capital, p:28.
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Retrieved August 4, 2024, from: https://www.who.int/ar/news/item/09-02-1443-who-ilo—almost-2-million-people-die-from-work—
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et sl Ye Y 8) (el B Akl daally qilsal) Gl <y glaa b -
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August 2024.

(8) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:32.
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<<Cp. Spencer,H.: The Coming Slavery, Contemporary Review,1884, P: 43.>>
(3) Lafargue,P.: A Few Words with Mr Herbert Spencer, Marxists Internet Archive,
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(3) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:24.
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(5) Lafargue,P.: Social and Philosophical Studies, Art."The Religious Bourgeoisie and the Irreligious Proletariat’,P:7,8.

(1) Lafargue,P.: Social and Philosophical Studies, Art."Economic Origins of the Belief of God in the Bourgeois’ ,P:18.
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(4) Lafargue, P.:The Religion of Capital, p:32.

(5)7Lafargue, P.: “Bourgeois Sentimentalism’, Trans.by: Mitch Abidor, Marxists Internet Archive,

https: //www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1881/12/25.htm. A d 15 August 2024.

(8)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." The Rights of the Horse and the Rights of Man’, P:160,161.
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(3) Lafargue,P.:Peasant Proprietary in France, Marxists Internet Archive,

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1884/06/peasant-proprietary.htm. Accessed 13 August 2024

(1)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." The Rights of the Horse and the Rights of Man’, P:157.
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(8) Lafargue, P.:The Religion of Capital, p:28.
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<<Cp. FRANK, C. Master and servant law: Chartists, Trade Unions, Radical lawyers and The Magistracy in England, 1840-1865, Ashgate
publishing Limited, England, 2016.>>
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(4)Lafargue, P.: The Historical Method of Karl Marx, Trans.by: Chas. H. Kerr, international Socialist Review Noll.VIIl,October 1907,n0.4,P:287 .
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(8) Lafargue, P.: Social and Philosophical Studies,Art." The Origin of Abstract Ideas: p:67.
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(3) Lafargue, P.: Social and Philosophical Studies, Art." The Origin of Abstract Ideas: p:59.

(4)Lafargue, P.: The Historical Method of Karl Marx, P:287.

(1) Lafargue, P.: Social and Philosophical Studies, p:146.

%\w%


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+Lafargue&text=Paul+Lafargue&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+Lafargue&text=Paul+Lafargue&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+Lafargue&text=Paul+Lafargue&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+Lafargue&text=Paul+Lafargue&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books

Baga g A A (30, s 0 Bayaa 4,085 86 B (VAEY2141) Z B Jss go Juasll g Jaal) liskilan g2

Yove e ddaSaa dpale dlaa aaall o) gl i) 4 Alaa

A mg e daphll o m i dlall gy all digal s B dals Sl Gl B ) g
o Al 8 aadid S AW b VirtUS' RS ) s a0
o bty ALy Al A e AW el Q) iy (Oiclaal s dsad 53l
Al Ul 6y Aela ol el by 1 o3 oyl Jaldll Ja 6y 5em
Jliall 8y ¢ Agdal ji V) A Gl Aluad o deladl)l ciaalic DU e g laal

Aalll el 3 e ) 3 Juill g oall 2 a0 Y e S5 anadl OIS
ALl pa 59l sl mal i ADAY) (Sl i dpelaaYl

) Ol dald)
b5 Al alll 3w o s oLl el a3 Y1 e i
s Sl als com sl comlle L pal A an s e sl @il Alaad
Aol o "z Y s i A aalSl g A Lalal) ARl A an sl g o) s

il Ayiad Ll cdmial) Jland ) Aludad (olga s Ll hamd ) aaiaal)
DOl g8 dlala

sl i () Jail Ly Aalall Aladl) anss o opiidl) (g JST Y
Jaladl 8 iy ot Le 3o o e ) Alpad (815 cadliall 5 Jualil
s iz aShg caa 3 o wbd Gaal o sile 4l dxiid cay daalall Jiladl
el IS e glapally WIS Sy bl caal s Lad aBle e
STPTEE | PUL PRI NPT SR WP N P EN [ NE D P g P
e sy (e dinall (e Tie Gsanay Vs Akl S ppdie S e
el 3 e i) e Joalall i (hlall b apasai s g3 Gagal
O alee & 8l Jlials cjleall uas

(8) Ibid, p:137.
(") cowardice must necessarily have been the sovereign virtue of the plebians, as courage was that of the aristocracy"
(8) Lafargue, P.: Social and Philosophical Studies, p:140.

#)" Virtue has two faces: the Virtue of the Capitalist is Enjoyment; the Virtue of the working class is privation"

5

*y
(4) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:24.

(5) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:14-16.
1

1) Ibid, p:28.
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(3)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." The Bankruptcy of Capitalism’, P:107.
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(2)Ibid,P:108.
(8) Lafargue,P.: A Few Words with Mr Herbert Spencer, Marxists Internet Archive,
https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1884/06/herbert-spencer.htm. Accessed 13 August 2024
(")"Let us have the courage to acknowledge that we live in a wolfish society”
<< Lafargue,P.: Darwinism on the French Stage, Time, February 1890, p.149-156 https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1890/02/darwin.htm>>
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(8)Lafargue,P.: Darwinism on the French Stage, https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1890/02/darwin.htm

(") He allows scientists to fathom nature, and inventors to apply the forces of nature to industry, but he quickly appropriates their work, just as
soon as it has demonstrated its aptitude for exploitation."

(3) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:26.

(S)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:64.

(“‘) " The history of the inventors of our century is the monstrous story of their spoliation by the itali it is a long and melancholy roll of martyrs.
The inventor, by the very fact of his genius, is condemned with his family to ruin and suffering."

(1)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:72.
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(8)Ibid,P:64.
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<<Cp.Lafargue, P.: The Right to Be Lazy, Art.” Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:73>>

(3) Ibid, P:72,77.
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(2)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:75-78

(1)Ibid,P:76-78

%Hi%}



Baga g A A (30, s 0 Bayaa 4,085 86 B (VAEY2141) Z B Jss go Juasll g Jaal) liskilan g2

Yove e ddaSaa dpale dlaa aaall o) gl i) 4 Alaa

Pldad) Plaial o (U e s el s Jalall o GLE Y La "z 8" ¢

(i s 55l o e m o I Lo oSy dlagia S el e
al adl Al dea 0 dla b5k (adal Aala) les il 3
dpso—all atlals clozmil 46 ) e ad GG L e Jgeanll s dalad
Ab a4 sllie ;ann s, Sidly o Bl W oSy pules ISk (g
pre g cdalall o 5S4 dlallaig 4 Slalial b Ul g iy )5l Glalsd)

Q_P\y‘ﬁuﬂtﬁj_“ )_fy\ chaMQL\.‘M‘DJ@_\;G}M‘;‘LﬁJﬁ

(i Uil o e G At L e 7 LY o Ll Lis By
I 9 Vs A Ui e U ey o a1 o 50 L il elandl o) jaall
o @ ilS 5 ae A jall g Ll e 43S L Jlall 5 ) g Ay
gl sl LS elld b id elaal¥) A gl ¢ jlaeY aumddy il agdal
e sla g il 1,8l g
O Loails e s a8 Adle ) e SIS 1y sA j<al Al s ¢
bt Lie Gy o 13 1) o psal palissl () o psn dlld 5 ¢ piial
b aain e agly an o aa jae Jadd Sl 13 il a8 L T Laial
Al Ll Ll o a) 5 gl Liag agildlie o agilc idal 3, Sall ASL

QS L ol A Sl Adle 4 ey ged G gl e Jlaud Sl
I e L s el ) asbial Ugacae Tl ehad Tt b jaas

ihte 3y Sl ) S0 Apully L)
z L) Jlse (8 ¢ e wne 330w ge Ll il dgadll 5 ddY) AL
o E ol ey cca gl sloa o 5w Al Al el oY)
£ A el e il i e Y Al L (Daslig e Ule et

(1)lbid, P:69,70.

£13



(2536-9687) delghall 1 gall A gall a8 il (2735 5551) (s A n gal) A gal) a3l

(ds¥) 5 3ad) Cpgpdiall daml) AaSae duale Alaa —aal) (53 gl I2Y) AL1S Alaa

IALd A leall QI8 (e JC 8 gl agd s o3 S Al () Ladlasaly
cComilaud ) Al Hall 2 A Sal 4 akle e plaall 8 ey g il OIS
ale oagg cpl il sel y o Jgeandly c@all 3a ol i Taw o e s
A Sill 4 Ssle ol cada o 4 d alaty i) sl (g fale JS Lanaas
s el s e oSy G ey ol iy Adlend ) a geall de g pie Ay 8
o il e Lale e &a (i 8 el s gl V) 3all
Juaay G Laale JS G d Ligh o S5 a Al ALl ol gl oda DA
Ay S sl e e aty oL S G el deliall 8 JWISIL 4e) il
Gl Jddl el Loy ¥ o3 W g sl WLl il 65 Jeaadl (e 0S5 Al A0 Aialal)
ey g1 538V Bel 5y Al Jeadl Caalia o i (ABLiS) Gulais o) il sl

O) 135 gdll JS jins 5301 s cidland 1 Allaall = 551 (G
0PN N PN R -5 W] [C PR TCVP S [ M Gy [ SN .0
¢l (Pl WY 8l Ly oy lend ) sl Allae a3l slusall
oo ¢ d—aall cala s Jalall oy Go—Ball (8 (5l ol 08N QIS LS
pedsin ool A als bl g W e 2l L el gl
ol sl e 3 Uy (e s s Lal 056 of nl 3 e 0S5 8 il
Jee Jsli sy e Ay am I & iy of o 0 sl s ¢ il
Ty iy 53 (bl a5 s cumte Jedl Sage aal (S 1y (a2
asars ¢ AT LS5 00 s Jalat ) il A0l dads 3l
PRI I Y-S SV PURIN- -\ [P SIS S &N QRS (Y
e laiaYl oo e 2 ay 53N OV Y=V YYAY 5y dlla ola’s Ve s

()" smie Jad o Cuyguaill e | ol e ) oSume o sl utiall UKD 5o
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(2)Ibid ", P:82.

(8)Ibid ", P:82,83.

(*)'will not the intellectuals end by hearing the voice of the socialist calling them to the rescue, to emancipate science and art from the capitalist
yoke, to liberate thought from the slavery of commercialism?"

(8)Lafargue, P.: The Right to Be Lazy, Art." Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:104

(*) Indeed it seems upon any system of morality, little less than a contradiction in terms, to talk of a vice, which is in general beneficial to society

(8)Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art." Of Refinement in the arts’, P:169.
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<<Cp.: Hume, D.: Essays Moral, Political, Literary, Art.” Of Refinement in the arts’,p:163-169.>>
£ 0a Jush uﬁ @& :GJG‘J de (Y)
N r o chadl Jaadll (A)
(*)«For the end of the social revolution is to work as little as possible, and to enjoy as much as possible.’

(**) The Socialist revolution will begin the foundation of the social-republic by putting three months of comfort at the disposal of the workers.

(1)Lafargue, P. : The Morrow of the Revolution, ”.Marxists Internet Archive ,https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1887/morrow.htm. Accessed

14 September 2024.
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(2) Lafargue, P.: The Religion of Capital, p:26.
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(2) Lafargue, P.: The Right to Be Lazy, Art.: 'The Bankruptcy of Capitalism’, P:107.

(8)Lafargue, P. :" Our Goal’, "Marxists Internet Archive,

https://www.marxists.org/archive/lafargue/1899/04 /our-goal.htm. Accessed 14 September 2024.

(*) 'The artist then will paint, will sing, will dance, the writer will write, the musician will compose operas, the philosopher will build systems, the
chemist will analyze substances not to gain money, to receive a salary, but to deserve applause, to win laurel wreaths, like the conquerors at the
Olympic games.’

(8)Lafargue, P. :The Right to Be Lazy, Art." Socialism and the Intellectuals’, P:103
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