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The Future of Rural Women in the Context of Climate Change:
A Prospective Study Applied to Some Rural Women in Egypt

Abstract

, the study was based on a main question: To what extent does climate change
affect the conditions of rural women in Egypt at present and in the future over the
next decade? To answer this question, the study relied on the method of foresight
and the qualitative method in dealing with its subject, and then used the traditional
prediction method and the method of backward prediction, Backcasting, and the
study also relied on the Delphi policy technique, and the case study method for a
sample of (114 cases) of rural women in some villages of the governorates
(Fayoum - Beni Suef - Minya) using observation and an interview guide, which
was applied through in-depth individual interviews of the cases The study
concluded that climate change has negative impacts on rural women’s livelihoods,
leading to the destruction of some crops, the fallowing of some agricultural lands,
a decrease in crop production, and an increase in the incidence of some infectious
diseases. It also concluded that women use some traditional strategies to adapt to
climate change, and that the study cases’ expectations for their future follow three
paths :The first is the reference scenario (trend), the second is the optimistic
scenario, and the third is the pessimistic scenario. The reference scenario is the
general feature that dominated the case expectations
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