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Abstract

Logical Fallacies in New Atheism: Daniel Dennett as Example

This research examines the logical fallacies in Daniel Dennett's philosophy as a
prominent model of New Atheism. It begins by analyzing Dennett's philosophical
foundations, namely naturalism and evolutionary theory, revealing fallacies of
reductionism and overgeneralization. The study then critiques Dennett's approach to
religion and arguments for God's existence, highlighting fallacies of ignorance and
oversimplification in his propositions. It also discusses Dennett's stance on the
relationship between science and religion, elucidating false dichotomy and appeal to
authority fallacies in his conceptions. The research concludes that Dennett's atheistic
project, despite its boldness and apparent coherence, suffers from deep
methodological and philosophical shortcomings. It fails to address the complexities
of religious phenomena and human consciousness, falling into the trap of excessive
reductionism and unjustified generalization. The study ultimately calls for adopting
a more comprehensive and profound approach to studying religion and
consciousness, one that considers the philosophical, cultural, and existential
intricacies of human experience. This critique not only challenges Dennett's specific
arguments but also raises broader questions about the limitations of materialistic
explanations in understanding complex human phenomena.

Keywords: New Atheism, Daniel Dennett, Logical Fallacies, Naturalism, Critique
of Religion
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