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Abstract:

Court Jesters in Rome during the Julio-Claudian Dynasty

Jesters were one of the most brilliant and noticeable features of the Roman
Empire court in general, and the Julio-Claudian court in particular. Such jesters
presented entertainment for emperors and their guests. In addition, jesters enjoyed
unlimited freedom in their practices that they even made fun of the emperors' guests
with jokes or through mimicry. What is more is that they could sometimes made fun
even of the emperors themselves. The jesters' role was not restricted to entertainment
only, as some of them directed policy of emperors through working as emperors'
consultants. Some others worked as informants to the point that some historians
regarded jesters and their acts as mirrors that reflected a certain emperor's age. Such

jesters had high payments which sometimes caused indignation against them.
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Accordingly, this study endeavors to provide answers for some questions
concerning Court Jesters in Rome during the Julio-Claudian Dynasty including: what is
the relationship between being a jester and being an impaired or a deformed person? to
what extent was working as a jester the impaired person's only possible resort to be
saved from death? what was extent of freedom that jesters enjoyed in the court? to what
extent was their influence in the Julio-Claudian emperors age? and what is the truth

concerning their higher payments?

Keywords: jesters, deformed people, court, Rome, the Julio-Claudian dynasty.
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Corner, S., "The Politics of the Parasite (Part One)", Phoenix 67/ 1- 2, (2013), 45.
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Vidovic, G., Dish to Cash, Cash to Ash: The Last Roman Parasite and the Birth of a
Comic Profession, (MS. Diss., Central European University, 2009),19; Hassl, A., "Der

klassische Parasit: Vom wiirdigen Gesellschafter der Gotter zum servilen Hofnarren”,
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in the 'Lives', Features of the 'Lives' in the 'Moralia', (Berlin, 2008), 566.
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(36) Blake, Performance and Performers at Court, 435.
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