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Abstract:
The epistemological turn in the philosophy of religion (Nicholas Walter
Stoff as Example

This research paper explores the epistemology of religion according to the
philosopher Nicholas Wolterstorff, aiming to analyze and critique Wolterstorft's
views on the nature, limits, and possibilities of religious knowledge. The paper
begins by defining the concept of epistemology and its relationship to the
philosophy of religion, then proceeds to present the intellectual and philosophical
foundations upon which Wolterstorff built his theory of religious knowledge. The
research deeply discusses Wolterstorff's views on the limits and possibilities of
religious knowledge and compares his perspective with those of other philosophers
and scholars in the field. Furthermore, the paper evaluates Wolterstorff's
methodology in studying religious knowledge and highlights the strengths and
weaknesses of his theory. The research concludes by summarizing the main findings,
assessing the extent to which the research objectives have been achieved, and
answering the research questions. It also opens up prospects for future research in
the epistemology of religion. .

Keywords: epistemology of religion, Nicholas Wolterstorff, religious knowledge,
philosophy of religion, theory of knowledge.
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University Press, Y34A p. Y1
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“'René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, trans. John Cottingham (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, Y347, p. YV,

*¥ Seren Kierkegaard, Concluding Unscientific Postscript to Philosophical Fragments, trans. Howard V. Hong
& Edna H. Hong (Princeton: Princeton University Press, Y43Y, p. YV¢

*" Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, trans. John Macquarrie & Edward Robinson (New York: Harper &
Row, ) 'i'l\" p. YYo,
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*Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity: An Essay on Exteriority, trans. Alphonso Lingis (The Hague:
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' Jean-Luc Marion, God Without Being: Hors-Texte, trans. Thomas A. Carlson (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, Y33, p. YAY,
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" Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religio, p. VY

gVt



(Yori-a1AY) deldall aa gal) A gal) a8 j3t) (YVro— 000 g il aa gall Jgall ad yil)

(BN £ a1 sde el aad) - daSas dpale dlaa - aaal) 531 gl IaY) A4S Alge

Jinl) Cabaliy g3l 3ladll elad Al s Adaial’ J i Lobanl (ud JE 3 ol
c sl ey Lo ik

"oelY) el Tase aaldie) ccasinalgl A glaaia) Aok S L ol o)
die Ay saill g ADla)) Cliwlill (el a8 L ol slieY) Ad e Gedd il Gl
AL A 50k Sl play) das il Woslat cgmadl 5okl Jiall asaa
G dra Y ch.us Lupjj LLC}.;A}A \Aa_l Ol 1 e iy Lo ellhy L i) alad
Al A paall Y 5 Aliall 48 jaall

CNISEY (med Amse Cipgiuils e gleal 3k Jl gl a oS
o (AN il Riuli Y A5aY Algae bolicl Ll DLt 8 des oud . oatlil
Slo 325 38 (s Al den ey il Laallee [ ) el RIS Al e Lol
wely! casSl JISE) Gy uall daialy alaa s ASulaie dumeie 435 ) ol o g il
Ay A Sl 5 S seall Aad e alitn Y Al claadld sda ol ol gade giial
el Adgieddl Lyl a0 laal A Laslpdiad Gunlll Jou 4 s s
Aiaal) Al Jlue 83,0 Adle Jlay il dc 5t Agarall s GlafDU cilaadl iy
Bl e b gy S o Gl sals Algae U9 Legle Ladsaiy claadl axy
Ganll T3] AN Claal) 3 el iy Caguas a5l ol Y
>l saian) ladal) 40 g gl B ) AliieY) A ghna AN Calhaal)

vie o gdsaiaY) ladall 3k Akl Qe Gl il 8 L et o ey
Slo ol alEeY) A g Ale 2y Jdailly Calladll a3 J gl ey s jily Y oS
Tygn s aia)y Alludl o3 CauiSiy L3 kil o3 s g @ Boad (S S el 4a
g 305 Al sualall U eae 8 Audalls ATy Lea sl Al & il clpantl Bl 85538
Jial) dlae oLl denai ¥ 3 pshanl s s 25me (B Al Sas canlad e Gl Gl de 5 e
kel

DieVh oy Gledld SlEl aedll aaatl G s il agian cbaadl) oda dgal se A
G W e ey 4 @lhy s Al sl dnagad IS (50 A jaad) el
(S50 e Aaal) Ay yall Asulill 8 Ll (Foundationalism) "l L o) g1 o2 3 gl

€



Ol o) J 5 5 Cp gl a0 (gl cigin jilg (WY gSa) Cpall bl B o ol gaial) Cilamiall

YOy rawwd -daSaa duale s -yaal) éA\ng«,a\J_Y\lgSSﬂeA

S gl il Ll 3 Y A Al Lla ) okl e ol Jil oty 530 5
Zisall 1368 g5 sl (s LS n el I 5« gy LeS 5 jciay Al s
Giled pand e Gl Gallay a4 e Ja Y Al 38l ) Gdis a6k (Ldld LS ¢ gl
e Y L ) dabaall el g sl m be sa s ol JS il

Gihiall cpill byl slaty Ly Gadad o g 5l z ok ol 1 e s Al
il g a5 5e SSYI (Epistemic Warrant) ' o sl sciaty) Glacall 5 Si alasiv s ¢lhadl
Sl a0 S it 0S8 o Al b)) el (8 D il Y dsall
caana gn s saingd (Bl b Usine 13 Ledsd o dand 3l 5ay3all a8l sl liP (e
ol i LS colacall Aailall aal sl b 50 ey P Akl Gl ) el e
LI 8 s gunad) Gl s cAuall Gy yadl s e jidall

Sl o i iy iy cyatl il BEeYI e el pipadl 134 Gl
coalall (5353 s 4Bl (yania (rational basic belief) U sine Gusbud T3litic] o el (Say il 35a s
i el 13 5 DR Lol Vnn aben S Glacall Cyte e il 5 ks axical 1k
s A aalelll o clazadl @l aal ey () aball @me\ a@y\ e b
;o) Al siaa aeal (i) gl Sl g
Gasle o ¢y s ilg) s ¢y All gy Lol 13y adll Aiual) e ) pe (38050 L)
S s g adll Jaall 138 B il lanl e Gty ) Gl Slael 8 1)3a%e
s U slons il g i Lo’ g oodllSy il JBad cpSially 20D e 8 4de
O Vi dag dyme Guly Aludy) Gaplll A Gt A clal! A sind
e el 3sms o o s QS Tl 5 5hdll o3n ay Y S5 (5 il WA ey s 51

** Nicholas Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. ™

** Wolterstorff, Nicholas. "Can Belief in God Be Rational If It Has No Foundations?" in Faith and Rationality:
Reason and Belief in God, p. YY°

" Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. 1V

™ Nicholas Wolterstorff, "The Migration of Theistic Arguments: From Natural Theology to Evidentialist
Apologetics,” in Rationality, Religious Belief, and Moral Commitment, eds. Robert Audi & William J.

Wainwright (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, Y3A1, p. YA,
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" Woterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. “A.

** Nicholas Wolterstorff, Justice: Rights and Wrongs (Princeton: Princeton University Press, ¥+« A, p. Y
" Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. ¢V

' Wolterstorff, Justice: Rights and Wrongs, p. ¢

" Nicholas Wolterstorff, “Epistemology of Religion," in The Blackwell Guide to Epistemology, p. Y ).
" Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. Y£A

** John Hick, An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the Transcendent (New Haven: Yale
University Press, Y3A4, p.  YYY¥

** Wolterstorff, "Epistemology of Religion, p. ¥)4.

" William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature (London: Longmans,
Green, & Co., Y4+Y, p. ¥4
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“Wolterstorff, "Epistemology of Religion, p. ¥Y-.
“* Nicholas Wolterstorff, "Ought to Believe - Two Concepts," in Practices of Belief: Selected Essays, ed.
Terence Cuneo (New York: Cambridge University Press, Y++4, p. 1V,

“Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. AA,
** Nicholas Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim that God Speaks, p. ©¥

"' Wolterstorff, "Epistemology of Religion, p. ¥Y).

" Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, p.  Y1Y.

" Wolterstorff, Nicholas. "Can Belief in God Be Rational If It Has No Foundations?" in
Faith and Rationality: Reason and Belief in God p. ‘e,
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**Nicholas Wolterstorff, Inquiring about God: Selected Essays, Vol. Y, ed. Terence Cuneo (New York:
Cambridge University Press, Y++%, p. YVY

** Wolterstorff, "Epistemology of Religion, p. ¥vvv.

" Hick, An Interpretation of Religion, p. ya1.

"™ Nicholas Wolterstorff, "Are Religious Believers Committed to the Existence of God?" in Practices of
Belief: Selected Essays, p. Y1e.

*James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, p. Y

" Ibid, p. °+ 1.

' Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, p. VY.

"' Sgren Kierkegaard, Concluding Unscientific Postscript to Philosophical Fragments, trans. Howard V. Hong
& Edna H. Hong (Princeton: Princeton University Press, Y43Y, p. Y+ ¢

" Friedrich Nietzsche, The Antichrist, trans. Anthony M. Ludovici (New York: Prometheus Books, Y« + +),
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" Nicholas Wolterstorff, "The Migration of Theistic Arguments: From Natural Theology to Evidentialist
Apologetics,” in Rationality, Religious Belief, and Moral Commitment, , p. YV.

""" Nicholas Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim that God Speaks , p. )4
"' Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, p. YA

" Ibid, p. Y4+

"7 bid., p. -YA®

""* Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics I/": The Doctrine of the Word of God, trans. G. T. Thomson (Edinburgh: T.
& T. Clark, Y421, p. AA
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Institute of Islamic Culture, Y3A4, p. Ye-A T |

""" Nicholas Wolterstorff, "Are Religious Believers Committed to the Existence of God?" in Practices of
Belief: p., Y1,

" William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature (New York: Longmans,
Green & Co., Y4+Y, p. V4.

""* Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion, trans. James Strachey (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., Y3A4),
ALY,

"* Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, p. Yov
""" Nicholas Wolterstorff, “The Importance of Hermeneutics for a Christian Worldview," in Disciplining

Hermeneutics: Interpretation in Christian Perspective, ed. Roger Lundin (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, Y34V, p.
§A £0

" ,Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse, p. Y11

""" Nicholas Wolterstorff, "What Is 'Reformed Epistemology'?" in Rationality and the Good, eds. Mark
Timmons, John Greco & Alfred R. Mele (Oxford: Oxford University Press, Y++V, p. Y 1.

""" Pseudo-Dionysius, The Complete Works, trans. Colm Luibheid (New York: Paulist Press, Y4AY, p. Y¥4 |
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Wolterstorff, Nicholas. "Can Belief in God Be Rational If It Has No Foundations?" in
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Nicholas Wolterstorff, "The Grace That Shaped My Life," in Philosophers Who Believe: The Spiritual
Journeys of V) Leading Thinkers, ed. Kelly James Clark (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, Y44Y), p. YV¥,
"™ Nicholas Wolterstorff, Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim that God Speaks , p. YA.
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'™ Gabriel Marcel, The Mystery of Being, Volume I: Reflection and Mystery, trans. G. S. Fraser (London:
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Nicholas Wolterstorff, "The Importance of Hermeneutics for a Christian Worldview," in Disciplining
Hermeneutics p. vv.

" Ibid., p. ¥4

" Wolterstorff, Reason within the Bounds of Religion, p. Y°¢

'*" Jean-Paul Sartre, Being and Nothingness: An Essay on Phenomenological Ontology, trans. H. E. Barnes
(London: Methuen, YaeA), p. VY&,

" Nicholas Wolterstorff, “Theological Foundations for an Evangelical Political Philosophy," in Toward an
Evangelical Public Policy: Political Strategies for the Health of the Nation, eds. Ronald J. Sider & Diane
Knippers (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, Y« +©), p. ) ¢4

"“"Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science, trans. Walter Kaufmann (New York: Vintage Books, Y4V¢), p. )1V,
"** Nicholas Wolterstorff, * Inquiring about God: Selected Essays, Volume Y, p. ¥4,

'** Wolterstorff, Nicholas. "Can Belief in God Be Rational If It Has No Foundations?" in
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