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Abstract

“ Punishment of Exile to the Great Oasis (El Kharga) in Egypt

from the Fourth to the Sixth Century AD”

The means of punishing criminals and troublemakers varied during the
Byzantine Era, and exile represented one of those punitive methods, as the places
where the punishment of exile was varied, such as Islands, Monasteries, and
Oases. (ElI Kharga Oasis)- which is currently located in the New Valley
Governorate- in particular, is a place of exile that rulers usually resorted to
punish those who were angry and those who stirred up strife during different
Historical Eras. This study attempts to unveil the punishment of exile in terms of
the reason for choosing the Great Oasis as a place of exile, the motives for exile
there, the procedures for implementing that punishment, the conditions of the
exiles within the Great Oasis, and finally the results that resulted from the
punishment of exile there. To complete this research, the researcher followed the
Historical approach based on extracting scientific material from various sources,
analyzing it, and then drawing conclusions from it.

Keywords: The Great Oasis- ElI Kharga- Punishment- Exile- Egypt- Byzantine
Era.
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@ De Troia,Nicoletta.,”The Oases of Egypt's Western Desert from Byzantine to Islamic Rule:
Problems and New Perspectives”, J L A,15.1, (2022), pp.277-303 ;Ibid.,”On the Edge of the
Empire at the End of the Late Roman Period: The Kharga Oasis Sites as a Case Study”.
Living the End of Antiquity: Individual History from Byzantine to Islamic Egypt, (2020),
pp.163-179.

@ Hillner, J., Prison, punishment and penance in Late Antiquity, Cambridge University Press,
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University in Cairo, 2000.
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