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Abstrac 

Afrocentrism represents, among other aspects, an African response to the 

Eurocentrism and its tendency to marginalize both Africa and Africans (notably in 

the diaspora). Albeit this conclusion, it could be remarkable that Afrocentrism had 

based number of its foundations on several Eurocentric ideologies. Accordingly, 

we can note several classical Greco-Roman writings and ideas being inserted 

inside the writings of leading Afrocentric thinkers since the nineteenth century and 

afterwards. In addition, those pioneers relied heavily on the orientalists and 

European travelers’ accounts, notably about Egypt, since 17-18th centuries. We can 

name here a group of those pioneers such as Martin R. Delany and Edward Wilmot 

Byden whereas their contributions were full of the European cultural heritage, and 

ultimately will be very useful in the process of deconstructing the Afrocentrism 

itself.     

The study deals with the very roots of the Afrocentrism through providing 

critical views on its establishment and developing since early 19th century. In order 

to provide valid evidence, the study tended directly to those European related 

sources such as Constantine F. Volney’s travels to Egypt and alongside the Nile 

River (reaching far to “Ethiopia”) in 1782, and his remarks on the Negro Race’s 

contributions to the world civilization.  

The study also explains other scholars’ efforts and contributions to develop 

an Afrocentric current at the turn of 20th century such as the Haitian Antenor 

Firmin, whom major work, De l’égalité des races humaines (anthropologie 

positive) was published in Paris in 1885. Its importance was unrecognized for 

several decades. The recovered text was translated by Haitian scholar Asselin 

Charles in 2000. It was published in English as The Equality of the Human Races 

(Positivist Anthropology), 115 years after its original publication. Today he is 

considered one of the most important contributors to anthropology.[8] 

Firmin pioneered the integration of race and physical anthropology and may be the 

first Black anthropologist. His work was recognized not only in Haiti but also 

among African scholars as an early work of négritude, and then the Afrocentrism.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asselin_Charles&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asselin_Charles&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant%C3%A9nor_Firmin#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical_anthropology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N%C3%A9gritude
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 ارٌشَتِا انْهَلَ حَبَصْأَ، وَانِيكَرِمْو أَرُفْأَالْ نَيْبَ ةِيَّيكِرِمْأَالْ ةِدَحِتَّمُالْ اتِايَلَوِالْ يفِ زُكَرْمَتَتَ ةٌيَّوجِيولُدُيْأَوَ ةٌيَّمِالَعَ ةٌمَظَّنَمُ يهِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ 1
 قِرْالشَّا وَيَيقِرِفْأَ الِمَشَ يفِ اتِيَّلِّقَأَالْ دَنْعِوَ ،اءِرَحْالصَّ وبِنُجَ ةِقَارِفَأَالْ نَيْبَوَ ،ابَّورُأُ يفِ اءِرَحْالصَّ وبِنُجَ ةِيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ اتِيَالِجَالْ نَيْبَ عٌاسِوَ
 يِّقِرْعِالْ بِصُُّعَالتَّ لَوْحَ رُوَحْمَتَتَ ةٌيَّمِالَعَ ةٌيَّرِصُنْعُ ةٌكَرَحَ يهِوَ ،م1928 امِا عَيكَرِمْأَ يفِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ ةُكَرَحَ تْسَسَّأَتَوَ ،طِسَوْأَالْ
 وَجَنُوبِهَا ايَيقِرِفْإِ الِمَشَ يا فِيَيقِرِفْإِ يفِ ضِيَبْأَالْ قِرْعِى الْلَعَ اءُضَقَالْ ةِكَرَحَالْ افِدَهْأَ مِّهَأَ نْمِ. وَدُوَسْأَالْ هُنُوْلَ ةًاصَّخَ يِّيقِرِفْإِالْ قِرْعِالْ عَمَ
 ةَارَضَحَا الْضًيْأَوَ ةَيَّبِرِغْمَالْ ةَارَضَحَالْوَ ةَيَمدِقَالْ ةَيَّرِصْمِالْ ةَارَضَحَالْ نَّأَبِ ةِلَائِقَالْ ةِجَّحُلْلِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ جُوِّرَيُوَ ،وصِصُخُالْ هِجْى وَلَعَ
.  مْهِيِربِعْتَ دِّى حَلَعَ ودِالسُّ نَمِ وجِنُالزُّ نَمِ مْهُ يَنيِّلِصْأَا الْيَيقِرِفْإِ الِمَشَ انِكَّسُ لَوَّأَ نَّأَ ةِجَّحُبِ ةٍيَّجِنْزِ اتٍارَضَحَ تْانَكَ ةَيَّاجِطَرْقَالْ
 لٍصْأَ نْمِ ونَرُدِحَنْمُالْ دُكِّؤَيُوَ ،ةِيَّرِصْمِالْ ةِارَضَحَلْلِ مْهُلَصْأَ تُبِثْتُ يتِالَّ ةِيَّيِخارِالتَّ اتِلَّجِوا السِّقُرَسَ يَنيِّبِّورُأُالْ نَّأَ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ يعِدَّيَ
 كَثِيٍربِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ ةُكَرَحَ تْرَثَّأَا. تَهَيِخارِتَبِ ةًارَنَتِاسْ رَثَكْا أَهَنِوْكَ يفِ ةِيَّبِّورُأُالْ ةِافَقَالثَّ عَمَ ضُاقَنَتَتَ ةَيَّيدِلِقْالتَّ ةَيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ ةَافَقَالثَّ نَّأَ يٍّيقِرِفْأَ
 ،ةِدَحِتَّمُالْ اتِايَلَوِالْ يا فِيسًئِا رَورًضُحُ يُرخِأَالْ حَبَصْأَوَ ،ةِيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ ةِدَحْوِالْوَ ةِيَّوبِيُثْأَالْ كَلِذَ يا فِمَبِ اءِدَوْالسَّ ةِيَّمِوْقَالْ اتِكَرَحَالْ نَمِ
 ةٍلَصِفَنْمُ ةٍيَّيقِرِفْأَ ةٍلَوْى دَلَا إِعَدَوَ يِّيقِرِفْأَالْ اتِتَالشَّ ةِرَكْفِلِ جَوَّرَ يذِى، الَّفِارِغَ وسَكُارِمَ يكِيْامَجَالْ طِاشِالنَّ ورِهُظُ عَى مَرَخْأُ نَاكِمَأَوَ
 دَولِوبُيُلِ لَثْمِ ةِقَارِفَأَالْ نَيِّونيِوفُكُانِرَفَالْ يَنفِقَّثَمُالْ لِبَقِ نْمِ ياضِمَالْ نِرْقَالْ اتِينَاثِلَثَ فِي اسَنْرَفَ ِفِية كُرَحَالْ تِقَلَطَانْ. وَودِالسُّ يَنيُِّيكِرِمْأَلْلِ

 . ودِلسُّلِ نٍطَوَ ةِامَقَإِلِ ونَعُدْيَلَ سَكْإِ مَولُكُالَمَوَ دُمَّحَا مُيَيلِا إِهَتُادَقَ انَكَ يتِ، الَّورَجُنُسَ
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 ارٌشَتِا انْهَلَ حَبَصْأَ، وَانِيكَرِمْو أَرُفْأَالْ نَيْبَ ةِيَّيكِرِمْأَالْ ةِدَحِتَّمُالْ اتِايَلَوِالْ يفِ زُكَرْمَتَتَ ةٌيَّوجِيولُدُيْأَوَ ةٌيَّمِالَعَ ةٌمَظَّنَمُ يهِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ 1
 قِرْالشَّا وَيَيقِرِفْأَ الِمَشَ يفِ اتِيَّلِّقَأَالْ دَنْعِوَ ،اءِرَحْالصَّ وبِنُجَ ةِقَارِفَأَالْ نَيْبَوَ ،ابَّورُأُ يفِ اءِرَحْالصَّ وبِنُجَ ةِيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ اتِيَالِجَالْ نَيْبَ عٌاسِوَ
 يِّقِرْعِالْ بِصُُّعَالتَّ لَوْحَ رُوَحْمَتَتَ ةٌيَّمِالَعَ ةٌيَّرِصُنْعُ ةٌكَرَحَ يهِوَ ،م1928 امِا عَيكَرِمْأَ يفِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ ةُكَرَحَ تْسَسَّأَتَوَ ،طِسَوْأَالْ
 وَجَنُوبِهَا ايَيقِرِفْإِ الِمَشَ يا فِيَيقِرِفْإِ يفِ ضِيَبْأَالْ قِرْعِى الْلَعَ اءُضَقَالْ ةِكَرَحَالْ افِدَهْأَ مِّهَأَ نْمِ. وَدُوَسْأَالْ هُنُوْلَ ةًاصَّخَ يِّيقِرِفْإِالْ قِرْعِالْ عَمَ
 ةَارَضَحَا الْضًيْأَوَ ةَيَّبِرِغْمَالْ ةَارَضَحَالْوَ ةَيَمدِقَالْ ةَيَّرِصْمِالْ ةَارَضَحَالْ نَّأَبِ ةِلَائِقَالْ ةِجَّحُلْلِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ جُوِّرَيُوَ ،وصِصُخُالْ هِجْى وَلَعَ
.  مْهِيِربِعْتَ دِّى حَلَعَ ودِالسُّ نَمِ وجِنُالزُّ نَمِ مْهُ يَنيِّلِصْأَا الْيَيقِرِفْإِ الِمَشَ انِكَّسُ لَوَّأَ نَّأَ ةِجَّحُبِ ةٍيَّجِنْزِ اتٍارَضَحَ تْانَكَ ةَيَّاجِطَرْقَالْ
 لٍصْأَ نْمِ ونَرُدِحَنْمُالْ دُكِّؤَيُوَ ،ةِيَّرِصْمِالْ ةِارَضَحَلْلِ مْهُلَصْأَ تُبِثْتُ يتِالَّ ةِيَّيِخارِالتَّ اتِلَّجِوا السِّقُرَسَ يَنيِّبِّورُأُالْ نَّأَ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ يعِدَّيَ
 كَثِيٍربِ يكَرِتِنْوسِرُفْأَالْ ةُكَرَحَ تْرَثَّأَا. تَهَيِخارِتَبِ ةًارَنَتِاسْ رَثَكْا أَهَنِوْكَ يفِ ةِيَّبِّورُأُالْ ةِافَقَالثَّ عَمَ ضُاقَنَتَتَ ةَيَّيدِلِقْالتَّ ةَيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ ةَافَقَالثَّ نَّأَ يٍّيقِرِفْأَ
 ،ةِدَحِتَّمُالْ اتِايَلَوِالْ يا فِيسًئِا رَورًضُحُ يُرخِأَالْ حَبَصْأَوَ ،ةِيَّيقِرِفْأَالْ ةِدَحْوِالْوَ ةِيَّوبِيُثْأَالْ كَلِذَ يا فِمَبِ اءِدَوْالسَّ ةِيَّمِوْقَالْ اتِكَرَحَالْ نَمِ
 ةٍلَصِفَنْمُ ةٍيَّيقِرِفْأَ ةٍلَوْى دَلَا إِعَدَوَ يِّيقِرِفْأَالْ اتِتَالشَّ ةِرَكْفِلِ جَوَّرَ يذِى، الَّفِارِغَ وسَكُارِمَ يكِيْامَجَالْ طِاشِالنَّ ورِهُظُ عَى مَرَخْأُ نَاكِمَأَوَ
 دَولِوبُيُلِ لَثْمِ ةِقَارِفَأَالْ نَيِّونيِوفُكُانِرَفَالْ يَنفِقَّثَمُالْ لِبَقِ نْمِ ياضِمَالْ نِرْقَالْ اتِينَاثِلَثَ فِي اسَنْرَفَ ِفِية كُرَحَالْ تِقَلَطَانْ. وَودِالسُّ يَنيُِّيكِرِمْأَلْلِ

 . ودِلسُّلِ نٍطَوَ ةِامَقَإِلِ ونَعُدْيَلَ سَكْإِ مَولُكُالَمَوَ دُمَّحَا مُيَيلِا إِهَتُادَقَ انَكَ يتِ، الَّورَجُنُسَ

ا يَيقِرِفْإِ يفِ يرِرِحْالتَّ اتِكَرَحَ ورِهُظُ عَمَ ياضِمَالْ نِرْقَالْ اتِينَعِبْسَوَ اتِينَتِّسِ يا فِيًربِا كَارًهَدِازْ يكَرِتَنْوسِرُفْأَالْ ةُكَرَحَ تْدَهِشَ   
 اتِاسَرَدِ دِهَعْمَلِ سُسِّؤَمُتى الْانِسَى أَيتِى كِافِولَم مُهْنِيْبَ نْمِوَ، ايكَرِمْأَا وَبَّورُأُ يفِ يَنميِّيِادِكَأَالْوَ يَنفِقَّثَمُالْ نَمِ ةٍوعَمُجْى مَلإَِ امِمَضِانْالْوَ
 Publication-in-Cataloging Congress of Library :عْاجِرَ يلِاصِفَالتَّ نَمِ يدٍزِمَلِ ةِيَّرِتَنْوسِرُفْأَالْ

 and Alexander M. Leslie / history American African of Encyclopedia Data

 https://bit.ly/3If6yH4 ,editors Rucker, C. Walter 
  .132، صةِرَاهِقَالْبِ ةِيَّرِصْمِو الْلُجِنْأَالْ ةُبَتَكْا، مَوبَجُ رِهْى نَلإَِ الِغَنْالسِّ نَا مِيَيقِرِفْ: إِ يمُاهِرَبْإِ احِتَّفَالْ دُبْعَ دُمَّحَم2ُ

3 Tibebu, Teshale, Hegel and the Third World: The Making of Eurocentrism in 

world History, Syracuse University Press, New York, 2011, pp. 171-228.  
4 Henderson, Errol Anthony, Afrocentrism and World Politics: Towards a New 

Paradigm, Praeger Publishers, Westport, 1995, p. 84 
5 K. W. Asante, Afrocentricity (in: V. Y. Mudimbe, K. Kavwahirehi (eds.), 

Encyclopedia of African Religions and Philosophy), Springer Nature B.V. 2021, 

p. 38.  
 ىدَحْإِ اكَيْامَجَ يفِ وُلِدَ صًاالِخَ يًّاجِنْزِ انَكَوَ )ةِيَّفِارَجَ(الْ Marcus Mosiah Garveyيفِارَجَ وسَكُارِمَ ىلإَِ بَسِنُ 6 

 نِرْقَالْ نَمِ ثَالِالثَّوَ يانِالثَّ نِيْدَقْعَالْ الَلَخِ ةِارَّقَالْ ىلإَِ اتِتَالشَّ ةِقَارِفَأَ ةِدَوْعَلِ ةِوَعْالدَّ يفِ ةٌعَاسِوَ ةٌرَهْشُ هُلَ تْانَكَوَ ي،يبِارِكَالْ رِزُجُ
 ؛احِجَالنَّبِ هُودُهُجُ لْلَّتُكَ مْلَ نْكِلَ ”،اءِدَوْالسَّ ةِيَّونِيُهْـ”الصُّبِ هُتُكَرَحَ وُصِفَتْوَ ،الِجَمَالْ اذَهَ يفِ ةٍيَربِكَ ودٍهُجُبِ امَقَ دْقَوَ ،ينَرِشْعِالْ
 Afolayan Adeshina :عْاجِرَ يلِاصِفَالتَّ نَمِ يدٍزِمَلِ ا.يَيقِرِفْإِ ضَرْأَ اهُمَدَقَ أَطَتَ نْأَ ونَدُ م1940 امِعَ نَدَنْلَ يفِ اتَمَ ثُيْحَ
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Abstrac 

Afrocentrism represents, among other aspects, an African response to the 

Eurocentrism and its tendency to marginalize both Africa and Africans (notably in 

the diaspora). Albeit this conclusion, it could be remarkable that Afrocentrism had 

based number of its foundations on several Eurocentric ideologies. Accordingly, 

we can note several classical Greco-Roman writings and ideas being inserted 

inside the writings of leading Afrocentric thinkers since the nineteenth century and 

afterwards. In addition, those pioneers relied heavily on the orientalists and 

European travelers’ accounts, notably about Egypt, since 17-18th centuries. We can 

name here a group of those pioneers such as Martin R. Delany and Edward Wilmot 

Byden whereas their contributions were full of the European cultural heritage, and 

ultimately will be very useful in the process of deconstructing the Afrocentrism 

itself.     

The study deals with the very roots of the Afrocentrism through providing 

critical views on its establishment and developing since early 19th century. In order 

to provide valid evidence, the study tended directly to those European related 

sources such as Constantine F. Volney’s travels to Egypt and alongside the Nile 

River (reaching far to “Ethiopia”) in 1782, and his remarks on the Negro Race’s 

contributions to the world civilization.  

The study also explains other scholars’ efforts and contributions to develop 

an Afrocentric current at the turn of 20th century such as the Haitian Antenor 

Firmin, whom major work, De l’égalité des races humaines (anthropologie 

positive) was published in Paris in 1885. Its importance was unrecognized for 

several decades. The recovered text was translated by Haitian scholar Asselin 

Charles in 2000. It was published in English as The Equality of the Human Races 

(Positivist Anthropology), 115 years after its original publication. Today he is 

considered one of the most important contributors to anthropology.[8] 

Firmin pioneered the integration of race and physical anthropology and may be the 

first Black anthropologist. His work was recognized not only in Haiti but also 

among African scholars as an early work of négritude, and then the Afrocentrism.  
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