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Abstrac
Afrocentrism represents, among other aspects, an African response to the

Eurocentrism and its tendency to marginalize both Africa and Africans (notably in
the diaspora). Albeit this conclusion, it could be remarkable that Afrocentrism had
based number of its foundations on several Eurocentric ideologies. Accordingly,
we can note several classical Greco-Roman writings and ideas being inserted
inside the writings of leading Afrocentric thinkers since the nineteenth century and
afterwards. In addition, those pioneers relied heavily on the orientalists and
European travelers’ accounts, notably about Egypt, since 17-18™ centuries. We can
name here a group of those pioneers such as Martin R. Delany and Edward Wilmot
Byden whereas their contributions were full of the European cultural heritage, and
ultimately will be very useful in the process of deconstructing the Afrocentrism
itself.

The study deals with the very roots of the Afrocentrism through providing
critical views on its establishment and developing since early 19" century. In order
to provide valid evidence, the study tended directly to those European related
sources such as Constantine F. Volney’s travels to Egypt and alongside the Nile
River (reaching far to “Ethiopia”) in 1782, and his remarks on the Negro Race’s
contributions to the world civilization.

The study also explains other scholars’ efforts and contributions to develop
an Afrocentric current at the turn of 20th century such as the Haitian Antenor
Firmin, whom major work, De 1’égalité des races humaines (anthropologie
positive) was published in Paris in 1885. Its importance was unrecognized for
several decades. The recovered text was translated by Haitian scholar Asselin
Charles in 2000. It was published in English as The Equality of the Human Races
(Positivist Anthropology), 115 years after its original publication. Today he is
considered one of the most important contributors to anthropology.[§8]

Firmin pioneered the integration of race and physical anthropology and may be the
first Black anthropologist. His work was recognized not only in Haiti but also
among African scholars as an early work of négritude, and then the Afrocentrism.

§rved


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asselin_Charles&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asselin_Charles&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant%C3%A9nor_Firmin#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical_anthropology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N%C3%A9gritude
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