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Abstract

This research aims to study pessimism in the poetry of Ali Mahmoud
Taha, focusing on one of his most significant poetry collections, namely, "Al-
Mallah Al-Ta'ih" (The Lost Navigator). The study does not investigate this
phenomenon across all of Taha's collections; instead, it specifically examines the
collection where the pessimism is most used. The study delves into the poems
that manifest pessimism, seeking to understand the reasons that led the poet to
use it.

The research delved into the concept of pessimism in language, as well as
the historical context of pessimism among literary figures. It presented a
significant aspect of Ali Mahmoud Taha's life to understand the reasons behind
his inclination towards using pessimism in his poetry. Among the main reasons
mentioned by critics for using pessimism in his poems were: his love for a
wealthy Greek girl and his inability to marry her, the early death of his father, his
extensive reading of the poetry of ancient figures characterized by a pessimistic
spirit, affiliation with both the Apollo school and the Romantic movement.
Furthermore, some critics suggested that the poet's mental health issues might
have influenced his work, as well as his interest to the poetry of the French poet
Charles Baudelaire

The study concludes that the pessimistic outlook in Taha's poetry
represents a facet of his diverse life experiences. Readers of his poetry find a
fusion of pessimism and optimism, an inclination towards life along with a fear
of death simultaneously. The manifestations of pessimism in Taha's poetry
include generalization, the vicissitudes of life, the recurring theme of death,
repetitive emphasis on the issues raised, and the using of words indicating
pessimism.

Keywords: Pessimism, sorrow, paratext, sesmantic domains, Ali Mahmoud Taha
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