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Abstract 

Roger Scruton's aesthetic experience 

     It is not surprising that the idea of beauty has puzzled philosophers since ancient 

times, and they have always wondered whether beauty is a characteristic of the 

world, a part of our imagination, or a sublime moment of feeling. These questions 

are very important because we live in a time when beauty fades and fades, and 

there are shadows of falsehood and alienation creeping over what was once a bright 

feature of our world.  

Scruton provided a reading and analysis of the concept of aesthetic experience, 

relying on the mechanisms of imagination and belief on the one hand and metaphor 

on the other, and influenced by Kant and Wittgenstein. Did Scruton really succeed 
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in providing an analytical reading of the concept of aesthetic experience? This 

basic hypothesis of research raises in our minds many questions that must be 

answered, including:  

      What is the meaning of beauty? What is the relationship between art and direct 

experience? Can art be a means of revealing the truth? What are the mechanisms 

of aesthetic judgment on a work of art? How do we get aesthetic pleasure from a 

sad picture, or solemn nature scenes? What role did imagination and belief play, 

from Scruton's point of view, in guiding aesthetic judgment? Was metaphor the 

tool that Scruton employed to move from aesthetic realism to his affective theory 

and his concept of imaginative experience? How was Scruton influenced by 

Wittgenstein's theory of "lateral perception" and applied it to musical semantics? 

What is the relationship between art and ethics? Does morality have dominance 

and influence on art according to Scruton?  

Keywords: aesthetic experience, beauty, music, imagination, belief, expression, 

metaphor. 
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