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"Organization of the freres pontifes in the South of
France: Missions and funding sources"
(1189-1308)

Abstract:

This paper seeks to shed light on one of the charitable organizations
that appeared in the south of France in the second half of the twelfth
century, and it was called "The fréres pontifes " .This research focuses
mainly on its tasks and sources of funding. As for its tasks, it includes:
Contributing to the maintenance and construction of bridges on the rivers,
and facilitating the movement of merchants, travelers and pilgrims crossing
over them, while providing them with care and protection against the
attacks of criminals and bandits, who were widespread at that time. As for
its funding sources, it is divided into two types. Financial financing: which
includes money from donations and alms, in addition to the privileges
granted by counts and princes, and spiritual financing: means indulgences,
which were issued by popes and clerics to encourage citizens to contribute
to building those bridges as an act of righteousness and charity. The
researcher used the historical research method to complete this study in
terms of collecting scientific materials from different sources and
references, then analyzing them, and drawing conclusions from them.

Keywords: Fréres pontifes; South of France; Saint Bénézet; Indulgences;
Sources of financing; Donations and Alms.
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Saussay, A.D., Martyrologium Gallicanum: in quo sanctorum beatorumque ac piorum
plusquam octoginta millium, ortu, vita, factis, doctrina, agonibus, trophaeis,
opitulationumqgue Gloria, ac caeteris quibusque sacrae venerationis titulis, in Gallia
illustrium, certi natales indicantur, triumphi suspiciendi exhibentur, nitidaque ac
vindicata eorumdem elogia describuntur,quae commentariorum apodicticorum tomi
quatuor subsequentes, uberius recensita, insignitaque multiplici antiquitatis ecclesiasticae
indagine, cumulabunt: opus,in cujus penu constat absoluta christianissimae Ecclesiae
historia, pridem ante desiderata, jamque ut ex rebus conserta per sanctos divine gestis,
sic ex probatissimis quibusque monimentis, ac priscis codd.mss., summa fide, collecta,
Paris, 1637, p.1107.; Brodman, J., Charity and Religion in Medieval Europe, The
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Robert de Saint-Marien d Auxerre., Chronologia seriem temporum et Historiam rerum in
orbe gestarum continens ab ejus origine usque ad annum a Christi ortu 1200, auctore
anonymo, sed coenobii S. Mariani apud Altissiodorum regulae praemonstratensis
monacho, In, M G H S.,T.XXVI, Leipzig, 1925, p.241.; Coral ,P., Chronico S. Martini
Lemovicensi, In, R H G F., T.12, Bouquet, D.M.(Ed.), Paris, 1781, p.455.; Vincent de
Beauvais., Miroir Historial [Speculum Historiale], traduction Francaise par Jean de
Vignay Series, Livre. XXIX , (W.D), L.XXIX, Ch.xxi. ; Chronico Turonensi, In, R H G
F., 24 Tomes, T.12, Bouquet. D.M. (Ed.), Paris, 1781, p.477-478. ; Nangis, Guillaume
de., Chronique de Guillaume de Nangis, Avec une introduction, des suppléments et des
notlces et remarques Par : Guizot M., Paris, 1825, p.49.; Nouguier, F., Histoire
Chronologlque de I’Eglise, évéques et archeveques d'Avignon, AV|gnon 1659, p.50.

Y Anonymous., Chronicon universale anonym Laudunensis: Von 1154 bis zum Schluss
51219) Leipzig, Paris, 1909, p.28.

Canron, A., Histoire de Saint Bénézet berger et des Freres de l'cuvre du Pont
d'Avignon:composée sur des documents authentiges, L.Devillario, 1854, p.27.; Saint-
Venant, A.B.De., Saint Bénezet : patron des ingénieurs, Bourges,1889, p.15.; Hélyot, P.,
Dictionnaire Des Ordres Religieux, Ou, Histoire Des Ordres Monastiques, Religieux Et
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Militaires, Et Les Congrégations Séculiéres De L'un Et De L'autre Sexe, Qui Ont été
etablles Jusqu'a Présent,4 Tomes, T.3, Paris, 1850,p.238.
3 papon, M., Histoire générale de Provence,4 Tomes, T.2, Paris, 1778, p. 260.; Joudou,
J B.M., AV|gnon son Histoire, ses Papes, ses Monumens et ses environs, Avignon, 1842,
p.36.; Mackey, G.,Encyclopedia Of Freemasonry, Vol.1,p. 263.
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@4 pansier , P., ‘Histoire de I'ordre , dans, AACV T. 7,pp.9-10.
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“® Saint-Venant, A.B.De., Ibid., p.18.; Kurtz J.H.,Church History, VoI 2, p.76.
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Grégoire, H.,Recherces Hlstorlques pp 39-57.
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240.; Kurtz,J.H.,Church History,Vol.2,p.76. Chlsholm H.,“Bridgebuilding Brotherhood”,
In, E B.,Vol.4,11th edition.,(Cambridge,lgll),p.531.;Leete,F.D.,Christian Brotherhoods,
p.120.; Hostie, R., Vie et mort des orders religieux:approches psychosociologiques. Ed.
Desclée de Brouwer, Bibliotheque d' études psycho-religieuses, Paris, 1972, p.207.;
Mackey, A.G., Encyclopedia,Vol.1,p.263.; Neusner, J., Religions in Antiquity: Essays in
Memory of Erwin Ramsdell Goodenough, Wipf and Stock, 2004, p.615.
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institution d’assistance”, dans, C F.,T.13,p.88.;Anderson,H.V.,“Brotherhood in the
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@ \Wahlen, A., Nouveau Dictionnaire De La Conversation : Ou Répertoire Universel De

Toutes Les Connaissances Nécessaires, Utiles Ou Agréables Dans La Vie Sociale, Et...

Etc., Avec Des Notices, 1844, p.183.

%) Courtet, J., Dictionnaire Géographique Historique, p.45.; Lentheric, C., Le Rhone

Histoire d’un fleuve, Paris, 1905, p.252.; Le Blévec, D., “Une institution d’assistance”,

dans, CF., T.13, p.92. ;

@) Viard,J., Les grandes chroniques, T.7,p.20.;Dutaillis, C.P., Etude sur la vie et le

régne de Louis VIII,(1187-1226),Paris,1894,p.266.;Joudou,De J.-B.-M., Avignon, son

Histoire, p.60. ) )
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Zerner, M., "Le siege d’Avignon par Louis VIII (10 juin-10 septembre 1226)",dans

Avignon au Moyen Age,(Avignon 1988), pp.43-52.

M9 Puylaurens, W., The Chronicle of William of Puylaurens : The Albigensian Crusade

and its Aftermath, trans. with introd., notes,and appendices by W. A. Sibly and M.D.

Sibly, Boydell, 2003,Ch.XXXIIl,p.71.

@D Marié, D. M., Le pont Saint Bénézet, p. 145.; Rouquette, J.M., Provence Romane: La

Provence Rhodanienne (in French, English, and German), Paris,1974,pp. 223-224.

@12 | e Blévec, D., “Une institution ”, dans, C F., T.13, p.93.
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@3 Vella, M. A.; et al.; "Géoarchéologie du Rhone dans le secteur du pont Saint-Bénézet
(Avignon, Provence, France) au cours de la seconde moitié du deuxiéme millénaire apr.
J.-C.: étude croisée de géographie historique et des paléoenvironnements” ,In, G R P E,
19 (3),pp.287-310. ‘
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Marié, D.M., Le pont Saint Bénézet., pp.110-113.
@9 Viollet-le-Duc, E., Dictionnaire raisonné de l'architecture Francaise du Xle au XVle
siecle, VVol. 7,Paris,1875,p.221.
@ Coulon, L., Les Rivieres De France, Vol.2, p.168. N
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M Hélyot ,P., Dictionnaire des Ordres, T.3,pp.240-241.
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Murphy,C.,"An Early Irish Visitor to the Island of Crete.The Journey of Symon Semeonis
from Ireland to the Holy Land",In,C 1,VVol.10,(2003),pp.54-63.

%MA%}



(2536-9687) dsliball 1 gal) (A gall a8 sl (2735~ 5551) (Fs AN 2 gall (A gal) a8 2

e ) a3l dasas dpale Alae - paall o) gl iy ALS Al

Oy g O Glasl ey L lpaes dalgil gD duy (e ial Algh
alsy P () Antonio de Beatis'atiy 52 skl " Myl Liad abeay LS
e o ual) 13 ggiad A SlSIL g508) adl elail Ly il
IS lgaaye Il Wy (s it (S 1 03l G By Laiey Sish Liugh
OV g
Ola) b (o claslie Aadia o’ it 'y ¢ Gusisanns "t e IS JIgE) (e Joias

G it JSE el elis 8 ey cByga (uadige allimel ( puims OIS jpuenll
Oball el Jpuall (s3] it e Gl gl OIS a8 €Y Ly g
By Ll o sl T ppunll 2kl (L) Jlael 1sals 3 ((0o5elidl)
o) e IS Clae Bl ol el s clgria

Lash 15I€ 38 ¢ uail) 7ol s sl B LA Jlaall o Lia AL sl
Brotherhood of the Holy (sl 7550l 53] "ausl agasitl e 1salhaly (35a) agin
Cormette "aisa)sS’ #ysall 32 By (gl b juall 5Ly 844) aulaviy 218 (Spirit
Loaic S5y el L sl (8 Bpdmie il ) el cladaiil o e ardaiill 128
pdLg g cplapally LR Baslusa () gy Apdd) Jlell (ald BT : L
LT el el
: La Guillotiere'awigs ¥" jua sl -V

@9 Semeonis,S., The Journey of Symon Semeonis from Ireland to the Holy Land,in,

https://celt.ucc.ie/published/T300002-001/index.html. )
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Chambers, D. S.," Isabella d'Este and the Travel Diary of Antonio de Beatis",In, J W

C 1., Vol. 64 (2001), p. 296.

12D Beatis, Antonio de., The travel journal of Antonio de Beatis.Germany,Switzerland, the

Low Countries,France and Italy,1517-1518.Translated from the Italian by:J.R.Hale and J.

M. A. Lindon. Edited by: J.R. Hale, London, 1979, p.146.

122 Herbermann, C.G., The Catholic Encyclopedia,Vol.2,p.781.

42 Cormette, H.De., Histoire et statistique des Ordres de Chevalerie de I'Europe,Paris,

1853,p. 38.
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(1886/88),pp.128-131.
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Maynard,L.S.,Histoires,|égendes et anecdotes a propos des rues de Lyon:Avec
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2003 p.167.
128) gaint- Venant,A.B.De.,Saint Benezet,p.29.
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Addington,L.H., The Patterns of War Through the Eighteenth Century,Indiana University
Press,1994,pp.59-60.; Bellitto, Ch. M., The General Councils:A History of the Twenty-
One Church Councils from Nicaea to Vatican I, Paulist Press, 2002,p.57.
@0 Analecta juris Pontificii,XIle Serie,Paris, 1873 No0.1135.;Paulus,N.,Indulgences as a

Social Factor,p.84.
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@) André Pelletier,A.,and Others., Histoire de Lyon:des origines & nos jours,Lyon,
Editions lyonnaises d'art et d' h|st0|re Editions Lyonnaises d'Art et d'Histoire; Illustrated
édition,2007, p.192.

122 Mlchel F.;Fournier,E.,Histoire des hotelleries,cabarets,hotels garnis, restaurants et
cafés et des anciennes communautés et confréries d'hoteliers, de marchands de vins,de
restaurateurs,de limonadiers,etc..etc. Librairie de Seré, T.1,Paris,1851,p.321.;Pansier,P.,
"Hlst0|re de lI'ordre",dans, AACV,T.7,p. 8.

3 Francois, marquis de Ripert-Monclar., Bullaire des indulgences,no.2,p.xvii.
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Neel,C.,“Man ‘s Restoration: Robert of Auxerre and the Writing of History in the Early

Thirteenth Century”,In, Traditio,Vol.44 ,(1988), pp. 253-274.

(136) Robert de Saint-Marien d'Auxerre., Chronologia,In, M G H S., T. XXVI, p.241.

3" Canron,A.,Histoire de Saint Bénézet p.27.
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Varano,M.,” Espace religieux et espace politique en pays provengal au Moyen CAAge
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@7 Guigue,M.C.,Cartulaire Lyonnais, T.1,Lyon, 1885, 1, no.421, 519-520.
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@9 |bid., T.1,n0. 223, p.293.
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T.3,Paris,1860,p.52.
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(161) Monfalcon,J.B.,Lugdunensis historiae  monumenta,sive Diplomata,chartae,leges,
epistolae,testamenta aliaque instrumenta ad res lugdunenses spectantia.Lugdunensis
historiae monumenta, inde a colonia condita usque ad saeculum quartum decimum,
edidit et annotavit Joannes-Baptista Monfalcon ,Lugduni, 1860, p. XXV.
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et Fontemoing,1890-1897,n.2607.;Martin,J.B.,Conciles et bullaire du diocese de Lyon:
des origines a la réunion du Lyonnais a la France en 1312,Lyon:E.Vitte,1905, p.1157.
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1% Gray, Walter de., The Register, Or Rolls , Of Walter Gray, Lord Archbishop Of York:
With Appendices Of Illustrative,Durham,1872,p.24.;Saint-Venant,A.B.De.,Saint Benezet
,p.54.;Granget,E.A.,Histoire de diocése d'Avignon et des anciens dioceses dont il est
formé,T.1.,Avignon,1862,p.352.

1) Marténe, E., Thesaurus novus anecdotorum.Tomus secundus,in quo continentur
Urbani papae IV.epistolae LXIV. Clementis papae 1V.epistolae DCCXI.Joannis XXII.
Processus varii in Ludovicum Bavarum & ejus Asseclas. INNOCENTII VI. Registrum
Epistolarum anno M.CCC LXI.Aliaque plura de Schismate Pontificum Avenionensium
MONUMENTA, Vol.2, Parisiis, 1717, p.461.
(167) Francois, marquis de Ripert-Monclar, Bullaire des indulgences, p.xx. ; Paulus, N.,
Indulgences as a Social, pp.82-83.
@8 | angloism, M.E., Les registres de Nicolas IV: Recueil des bulles de ce pape,
publiées ou, analysées d'aprés les manuscrits originaux des archives du
Vatican,Paris,1886,p.494.;Pansier,P.,"Note sur une bulle de Calixte Ill accordant des
indulgences a L'oeuvre du Pont d'Avignon®, In A A C V.,T.I,N0.3,(1912 ),pp.169-176.
i) L Y 5 Ll o jasal (sl ) jiad) da o g e i G
Cf: Francois, marquis de Ripert -Monclar, Bullaire des indulgences, p.4.
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) Guigue, M.C., Cartulaire municipal de la ville de Lyon : privileges, franchises,
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XVe siécle, Genéve, 1978, pp. 169 -176.
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AACV Annales d'Avignon et du Combat Venaissin.
AHR The American Historical Review.

BEC Bibliotheque de I'école des chartes.

BHL Bibliotheque Historique du Lyonnais

BSAHL | Bulletin de la Société Archéologique et Historique du Limousin
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