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Abstract

For many decades, meta-ethical approaches have appeared in contemporary
philosophy as a response to the dominance of the natural tendencies in moral
philosophy. Therefore, the current study attempts to highlight the meta-ethical
approaches of the British philosopher “Alfred Ewing” through employing the
analytical and comparative methods.

Through his approach, Alfred Ewing attempted to emphasis that most of the
ethical conceptions, such as: goodness, rightness, obligation, and duty, can be
referred to a major ethical conception “oughtness”.

He also attempted to define the concepts of goodness and oughtness in light
of the concept of a pro-attitudes or fittingness, in order to resolve the
differences arising among natural philosophers who insisted that ethical
conceptions can be defined through concepts such as: pleasure, happiness,
utility, desire, etc., and the non-natural philosophers who asserted that they are
simple, unique, and indefinable. These two concepts are unnatural qualities,
and they can't be deduced from other concepts, and they are only realized
through direct intuition.

Through his analysis of the perception of “oughtness”, Ewing was able, to
present a moderate vision of the meta-ethics, which goes away from the
classic vision presented by his predecessors and contemporaries such as:
“Sidgwick”, “Prichard”, “Moore”, “Ross”, and “Broad”.

The results of current study indicated that the oughtness was the basic
concept of Ewing, and all other ethical boundaries stemmed from this concept,
the results revealed that it is a simple concept that can't be analyzed or
defined, and the study also highlighted that Ewing refused metaphysical
interpretations for meta-ethical perceptions in order to ensure the autonomy of
ethics.

Keywords: Meta-ethics, Intuitionism, Intrinsic Goodness, Oughtness, Pro-
attitudes, Fittingness, Theological Conceptions.
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